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ahead of key battles 


Fearaim failte 6 chroi roimh peileaddiri na 
hAstraile, g6 mor mor agus iad ar a gcéad 
turas chun an tire seo. Go mbainimid araon 
tairbhe agus sport as an dcaid. 

It’s a considerable pleasure to welcome the 
footballers of Australia to 
Dublin for the firse ever 
meeting of our two countries 
in soccer, I hope that the 
occasion will be mutually 
beneficial and that it will sow 
seeds of lasting friendship for 
the future. 

‘The beginning of a new 
international season quickens 
the sporting pulse, particu- 
larly when an alluring prize is 
on offer at year’s end. ‘Two 
games stand between us and 
our hopes of reaching the 
finals of Euro 2004: our 
match this evening is a token 
of our intent of being a 
participant in those finals. 

Australia will present us 
with a very formidable test. 


hopes after an unexpectedly dismal start to the 
campaign. Now a hugely important game 
against Russia next month could pave the way for 
a tingling crunch-tie away to Switzerland in the 
final qualifying game in October. The old buzz 
is back, and everybody is 
happy. 
Well, not altogether happy. 
‘Twice in the past year the 
Irish fans’ reputation for 
exemplary sportsmanship was 
diminished by the booing 
indulged in by some. An 
Irish manager, probably our 
most successful ever, bore the 
brunt of the first attack, 
whilst a Georgian player was 
persistently heckled in the 
second. Apart from being 
unsporting and undignified, 
the booing y 


is also downright 

cut it out, 

On the credit side, 
however, the a and 


The combative Socceroos 
have been threatening for 
some time to emulare the 
prowess of cheir rugby and 
cricket counterparts, and 
their three-one dismantling 
of England at Upton Park was 


Two games stand 
between us and our 
hopes of reaching 
the finals of Euro 
2004: our match this 


voluble support provided by 
eircom League fans at our last 
game here provided a 
valuable “lift” to the whole 
team. The players acknowl- 
edge thar they love to come 
to Lansdowne Road: the non- 


no real surprise to those who 


stop support of the real fans 


have been keeping an eye on MUCLLAUUC BEE: BR CLGIBGDME will embellish the pleasure 
their progress. The geograph- our intent of being a bee 


ical isolation from the world’s 


Irish soccer, domestically 


strongest footballing nations participant MUCH and — internationally, 


has been an 

which they are si 

trying to overcome, along 
with some other notable 
difficulties. 

This will be one of those games where the 
result is likely to be of less importance than the 
performance, At the same time, it is not in the 
nature of either side ro be indifferent about the 
score at the end of the game. Brian Kerr's team, 
in particular, will be anxious to build on the 
mounting confidence gained from its haul of ten 
precious points from the twelve on offer over 
their past four games. 

Those ten points, coupled with some 
favourable results elsewhere, have rescued Irish 


finals making excellent progress. 


To say that “we're getting 
there” is no idle cliché, but. 
like any organisation, we 
need the encouragement of 
all football supporters. After a rocky few games, 
fortress Lansdowne is beginning to live up to its 
reputation. 
The boys from Oz will be more anxious than 
most to dent our hopes. Ir should lead to a 
fascinating game. | hope you all enjoy it. 


Milo Conconan 


President, Football Association of Iretand 


FINALLY FAIZ PLAY 
FOR INExPERIENCED 


DRIVERS. 
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At Hibernian, we're as concerned about the price of car 
insurance as you are and we're determined to do 
something about it. And that’s why we've introduced 
Hibernian Ignition™. 

If you've held a full driving licence for less than five 
years, and you drive a car of 1400cc or less, you'll 
instantly save between 20% and 50% on the cost of 
your insurance by successfully completing a one day 
Hibernian Ignition™ driving course. 


To cut the cost of your car insurance, call 


1890 66 77 77 
Or FreeText your name to 50100 


HIBERNIAN 


an AVIVA company 


Youre safe in the hands of Hibernian 


the manager 


Spirit and confidence 
growing with every game 


GOOD evening and welcome to what 
promises to be another challenging 
test for our senior international team 
at Lansdowne Road. 

Tonight's opponents, the Australian 
“Socceroos , have made great strides on the 


international stage in recent years, with 
many players plying their trade in the 
Premiership and indeed right across 
Europe. Needless to say, the current squad 
boasts cwo of the biggest names in the 
Premiership at present in Liverpool's 
Harry Kewell and Mark Viduka of Leeds 
United. It is always a pleasure to have such 
talented players come to Lansdowne Road 
and I must say that, given the talent 
within the current Australian national 
squad, it came as no surprise to me that 
they defeated Engl 


sively some months a 


ad so comprehen 


Surprisingly, we have never played 
against Australia at senior international 
level. In the only international fixture 
berween the two countries, a [ 
Duff led Ireland under-20 team defeated 
the “Qantas Young Socceroos 4-0) in a 
1999 FIFA World 


Youth 


mien 


Championship match 

Iris great to be back in action following 
a brief summer break, which was particu- 
larly satisfying after leaving on a high note 
with our back-to-back wins over Georgia 
and Albania in June. The players’ applica- 


tion and commitment was top class 
during May and June. This allowed us to 
achieve the results that we so desperately 
needed. 


Since taking charge, 
| feel that we have 
performed quite 
solidly all over the 
pitch, and perhaps 
most importantly, we 
have developed a 
tremendous team 
spirit. 


Since taking charge, 1 feel 
that we have performed 
quite solidly all over the 
pitch, and perhaps most 
importantly, we have 
developed a tremendous 
team spirit. Defensively 

we have given few 
chances to the opposition. 

At the other end, 1 am 

satisfied that we have 

created a lot of chances and 


converted a reasonable 
amount of these to date. 
As is increasingly the case in 
international football, for 
various reasons we have been 
the lead up to games. How 
it is a credit to the entire squad 
that there has been a consistent 


ver, 


approach to our style of play 
from all those involved 

Having had to begin the year 
with three away games, it’s 
been fantastic to 


have had such a run of games here at 
Lansdowne Road over the past few 
months. This has been particularly satisfy- 
ing, as in recent games the support for the 
team has been more passionate and 
colourful than ever before. The players 
and staff were delighted by the fantastic 
reception we received, particularly in our 
last two home qualifying games. The 
effect that this support has on the team is 
tremendous and I would urge you, the 
supporters, to continue this spirited 
approach long into the fucure 


This evening's game will be a chance to 
build on our teamwork and tcamplay 
against a team that boasts talent all over 
the pitch and who will be coming here 
looking for a win. It is vital that we 
continue our recent run of form ahead of 
our final group 10 game away to 
Switzerland on October 11th 


Lastly, 1 would like to express my 
deepest gratitude for all of the kind words 
and support that I have received since 
taking charge of the senior international 
team. It has been a humbling experience 

However, I feel that the past eight 
months have posed a challenge that both 
the management team and the players 
have faced head on. We shall continue the 
determination and commitment 
displayed throughout this campaign and | 
am confident that you, the supporters 
will continue to give us the immense 
support that can give the players tha extra 
lift when it is needed. 


Enjoy the match! 


Brian Ken 


Irish Senior International Team Manager 


For coach 
travel that’s 


low 


On cost 


yet high on comfort... 


Bus Eireann’s Expressway Service 
offers great value fares to a host of 
destinations oround the country 
Travel midweek and you can avail of 


our bargain return fares. 


BUS EIREANN/EUROLINES 

We operate daily Express Coach 
Services from most major towns in 
Ireland to various destinations in 
Britain from €49.00 return with 
connections to Mainland Europe 
There's no better value way to travel 


to Britain and Europe. 


HOLIDAY BREAKS 

Two excellent travel inclusive 
Holiday Options 
* Budget Hostel Breakaways from 


just €35.00pps 


¢ Hotel Breakaways from just 

€70.00pps 

This includes overnight 
hotel accommodation, full Irish 
breakfast and return coach fare to 
your choice of destination 

For travel information contact: 


Central Bus Station (Busaras), 


Store St., Dublin 1 (01) 8366111; 


RE RN 


Parnell Place Bus Station, Cork 
(021) 4508188; Colbert Station, 
Limerick (061) 313333; Ceannt 
Station, Galway (091) 562000; 
Plunkett Station, Waterford 
(051) 879000; Casement Station, 
Tralee, (066) 7123566 or your 
local Bus Eireann Office, Tourist 


Office or Travel Agent 


ES FROM D 


WATERFORD 13.00 
WEXFORD €14.00 


GALWAY £16.00 


DONEGAL €17.00 
LETTERKENNY €17.00 


BALLINA €17.50 


SLIGO 

BELFAST 
ENNIS €19.50 
LIMERICK €19.50 
CORK €27.00 


TRALEE €27.00 
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Stand up if you 


support fair play | 


THE Irish soccer team is privileged to enjoy 
the support of some of the best fans in the 
world, bar none. This reputation is based not 
just on unwavering support for the Boys in 
Green, but also on respect for the opposition 
team and opposition supporters. 

Since our debut at a major championships in 
1988, in parti 
in pretty much 
socialising with our hosts in our own unique way 
and building 


1, we have been welcome guests 


ery soccer nation in the world, 


tremendous reputation as 


1 our country 
This reputation is in danger of being tarnished 


by the behaviour of some people at our recent 


games, 


The increased incidences of players 
certain dubs, especially Glasgow Rangers, being 
targeted for verbal abuse is unacceptable. 

While some individuals consider this practice 
to be jocular and acceptable the simple fact of the 
matter is that many people find this behaviour 
insulti 

I have received a significant amount of 
correspondence from people who attended 


mn 


and very upsetting, 


recent games who view the behaviour as discrim 
inatory, sectarian and racist 

To date, this has manifested itself as a very 
specific strain of discrimination — one that infers 
that any international player who is a current ot 
pase member of Glasgow Rangers is fair game for 
sustained booing and foul-mouthed abuse. 

The FAL cc 
individual playe 
colour or other af 


dlemns the hostile abuse of 
r teams based on race, creed, 


Brian Kerr has come out publicly to express his 
disgust at this type of behaviour and calls on the 
fans to treat all opposing players equally. From 
speaking to the players, I know that they are 


deeply embarrassed when they see a fellow- 
professional subjected to this treatment - purely 
on the basis of what club he plays for. 

This is also becoming a serious disciplinary 
Association of Ireland with 


issue for the 
UEFA. Follo 
June 1th, a fo 


inst Georgia on 


was lodged with 


UEFA, specifically relating co the treatment of 
Arveladze who was incessantly booed by a 
ion of Irish fans. UEPA invest 
incidents with a view so waking di 


d the 


di 


action. 

Their subsequent decision not co take discipli 
action against the FAI was due, in no small 
st, t0 the fact thac the Association came ouc 
st this behaviour in the immediate 
f the game and made it clear that they 


one it in any shape ar form 


made contact with Shora 
Arveladze to apologise on behalf of the 


Association — and on behalf of the vast majority 
of Irish fans who abhor this behaviour. 
We cannot presume, however, thar UEFA will 


take such a benign view should this conduct 


continue. As we face into the definin 
the current European qua 
afford to have the 


senseless bigorry and is deeply offensive to the 


player involved. It also embarrasses our owr 
and players and is downright insulting 
of true sports fans on this 


manag 
to the vast majority 
island. 


Tonight is a wonderful opporcunity co put 
right. Nor simply co stop the booing, but 
our of our way to extend a warm and 


thi 


co 
friend 


lly welcome to ALL our visitors. 

IF you consider yourself to be a sports fan, ir is 
no less than your duty 

Tam aski 
this practice 


or the support of you all ¢o stop 
mediately, 


Tran Rooney 


Chief Executive Officer, 
Football Association of Ireland 


tdi 


020 uting an opportunity 


Deans the awkward timing of Australia’s visit, Brian Kerr will use 
today’s fixture as preparation for the crucial games against the 


Russians and Swiss. 


BRIAN Kerr freely admits that playing a 
senior international friendly in the middle 
of August is spiked with potential 
problems given that all of his players have 
just returned to league action with their 
clubs. 

Bur as Ireland rake on Australia for the first 
time ever at this level ar Lansdowne Road this 
evening, the national team coach also knows 
thar this 90 minutes still remains an invaluable 
opportunity to prepare for the forthcoming 
key Euro 2004 qualifiers with Russia and 
Switeerland. 

He may have lost a few members of his 
original 23 strong squad through weekend 
injuries and there's no doubr char club 
commitments will force him into selection 
compromises to some extent tonight. 
However, Kerr is correct to believe that the 
game offers a far greater number of pluses than 
minuses. 

This philosophy served his immediate 
predecessors well with friendlies used to blood 
newcomers, test tactical alternatives and, 
equally significantly, to aid bonding berween 
players who may only sce cach other half a 
dozen times per season. 

This latter aspect of football is something 
that Kerr turned into a fine art during his six 


Irish Daily S 


years 


] Paul Lennon 
in charge 


for 
of the nation’s 


under age teams. And, like Mick McCarthy, 
Jack Charlton and Eoin Hand before him, the 
50 year-old is keenly aware that the willing- 
ness to sweat every last drop of blood for the 
cause will count for much in Dublin on 
September 6 and Basel on October 11 


To date, Kerr's teams have not lacked thar 
bartling quality, but against the Russians and 
Swiss they will require an even larger quota of 
sheer guts and determination to claim the four 
points that will guarantee a November play- 
off or the ewo wins that assure automatic 
qualification to Portugal next summer. 

So the chance to impart a few further days 
on wisdom on the training ground and in a 
match setting will do Ireland's hopes no harm 
ar all. For Kerr ‘doesn't do friendlies. 


On the pitch, 10 points from a maximum 
12 under Kerr leaves the country close to 
ending a 1G year wait co follow up the 
country’s inaugural European Championships 


qualification at Euro 88, 

However, those three wins and one draw 
were secured against the two nations that will 
eventually prop up Group Ten. Ics important 
thar this aspect of the turnaround in the team's 


fortunes is not overlooked 

Since the back to back victories over Albania 
and Georgia were secured in Dublin last June, 
there has been an understandable build-up of 
expectation and hype about the team's 
prospects in the months ahead. Optimism is 
always healthier than its opposite but without 
pragmatism is usually completely useless 

‘The Swiss know that four points from their 
ovo remaining games will guarantee them top 
place in the group while the Russians will 
arrive in Dublin with the intention of playing 
for a draw before then seeking to claim the six 
home points against Switzerland and Georgia 
that will carn them at least the runners-up 
spot. 

Hence, the notion that gaining four or six 
points from the next cwo marches will be 
something of a cake-walk should be instantly 
dismissed. For our two opponents are also 
playing for their qualification lives which adds 
an extra edge to the remaining games. 

And it should be noted that Ireland have 
failed co win either of their competitive games 


away to the Swiss to dare even if the USSR 
were despatched 3-0 and 1-0 in Dublin in 
1974 and 1984 respectively. 

And while neither of our chief rivals for the 
top two places would be regarded as figuring 
in Europe’s elite it should not be forgotten 
that both teams deserved to beat Ireland last 
autumn. So the next two group outings 
should be treated in the same manner that 
recent qualifying clashes with Holland and 
Portugal were approached, 

Kerr will undoubtedly underline thar fact in 
the weeks ahead to counter genuine support 
for his side that runs out of control and 
adheres to the de facto notion that bookings 
for the Algarve should be completed now, 
regardless of the facts. 

There are plenty of reasons to believe that 
Kenny Cunningham's men can reach the final 
16 but lopsided uncritical support won't to the 
job. In reality, the team will be asked to make 
a momentous effort if they are to reach the 
finals either by winning the group or via 
November's two-legged play-off 


The summer ushered in its gaggle of 
transfers involving Irish players with all deals 
undoubtedly aiding their own person 
ambitions and that of Ireland. Damien Du 
€24m move from Blackburn Rovers to 
Chelsca naturally hogged the greatest column 
inches although there were 
other significant moves. 

Kerr’s belief that Chelsea's 


feature 


demands in the Premiership and Champions 
League may affect Duff's availability is worth 
noting bur it won't detract from the overall 
value of the Dubliner’s new environment that 
will see him pitch his talents against the best 
in Europe on a regular basis while also benefit 
ing from the presence of his new team mates 
Kerr regards Gary Breen as Cunningham's 
natural central defensive partner so the 56 


‘The notion that 
gaining four or six 
points from the 

next two matches 


dismissed’ 


times capped 29 year old’s move from West 
Ham to Sunderland is good news for the boss 
Black Cats’ manager McCarthy is a massive 
fan of Breen so his starting place in the side is 
guaranteed, barring injury or a prolonged loss 
of form 


Breen continued to produce the required 
level of displays in the green shirt despite his 
Upton Park nightmare so it can be assumed 
with a degree of certainty that he should 
continue in this vein of form in the coming 
months now that he is playing regular club 
football. 

Likewise, Colin Healy's exit from Celtic 
should also aid his development following the 
most frustrating nine months imaginable a 
Parkhead. The Corkman is on the verge of 
aiming an automatic place in Kerr’s midfield 
after his impressive display in 
victory over Georgia so he needs to hold 
regular first team football 


Steven Reid's move from Millwall co 
Blackburn Rovers is another timely switch 
with the versatile right winger now primed to 
deliver at the highest level. At 22 and with 
Jason McAtcer currently out of che frame, 
Reid will be a critical member of the Irish 
team in the months and years ahead. 

Matt Holland — somewhat unfortunate not 
to be handed the caprain’s armband in the 
wake of Roy Keane and Steve Staunton's 
retirements — has also benefited from the 
summer sales with Ipswich Town's financial 
constraints ensuring his EURO 850,000 move 
to Charlton Athletic. 

Another season at Portman Road —where he 
frequently operated as a centre half last season 
— would not have aided Holland's bid to 
assume the role of Kerr's midfield general. At 
the Valley, he will surely thrive beside the up 
and com Stuart Parker. 

David Connolly also moved due to his club's 
cash problems and was happy to hitch his 
wagon to Glenn Roeder’s promotion chasing 
West Ham. With 24 league goals in 28 games 
for Wimbledon last season it's fairly safe to 
predice thar Connolly will deliver an impres- 
sive goals per game ratio again this season 


Roeder chose Jermaine Defoe and the on 
loan Liverpool striker Neil Mellor for the 
Hammers’ opening First Division game with 
Preston but needed substitute Connolly to 
chim the winning goal, Roeder will cake note. 

Kerr's second choice keeper Nicky Colgan 
has also moved following Hibernian boss 
Bobby Williamson's inexplicable decision to 
dump the 29 year-old from his first team 
plans. Colgan has joined Stockport County on 
loan until che mid-season transfer window and 
will benefic there rather than sitting in the 
Easter Road reserves. 

So Kerr and Ireland have much to be pleased 
about as they serve up a tasty aperitif against 
Australia this evening, Buc it’s the resting main 
course in the months ahead that will be the 
true measure on the current feel good factor. 
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Official beer 
to the Irish team 


Kevin Kilbane is something of an enigma. JuSi 

when you've written him off he comes back 

stronger than ever. Now Ireland’s winger if} 
hitting arich vein of form under Brian Ke 


INTERESTING to see which Kevin 
Kilbane turns up for duty at 
Lansowne Road tonight. 

Will we get the player who 
played with dynamism and 
intelligence in June's 2-0 defeat of 
a in the Buro 2004 
nee slifters? 


Georg 


Will we witness another solid 
performance in midfield reminiscent of 
his displays for an ailing Sunderland 
last season? 


Or will ic be a return to the frustrating 
Kilbane, the one who occasionally appears 
out of his depth at senior international level? 


gma, indeed. Just when you've 
written him off he comes back stronger than 
ever. Kevin is a player who revels in 
confounding his critics. 


Bir of an eni 


For those who have the 26-year-old 
pigeon-holed as a one dimensional player, 
Kilbane has proved to be a difficult subject, 

By the time you d this, he could already 
have m: S00 
don an 


le the trip across the Pennir 


rton jersey at a phorocall, 


confirming his new status as the Toffees 


latest reeruit 

Or, which seems more likely at the time of 
writing, he could be recovering from 
Sunderland's second First Division 
inst Millwall. 
the matter temains unresolved 
red that 
ilbane was on his way aut of the Stadium of 
Light. New Sunderland ma 
McCarthy, the man who had handed the 


ne of 


hout the summer it app 


ager Mick 


4 


After a stunted display 
against Albania he was 


electric against 
Georgia, a constant 
menace to. the 


vy) JUS AMON EAGT 


Michael Scully 
Irish Mirror 


winger his 
debut at senior 
international level, 
was resigned to losing 
several of his most high profile players. 

While Kevin Phillips and Claudio Reyna 
copped that list, Kilbane was near the summit 
after a season he could be proud of as 
Sunderland toppled ungracefully from their 
Premiership perch. 

That's the kind of statement that makes 
him an odd ‘un. It’s not all that long since 
Kilbane was at war with Black Cats support- 
ers - of rather they were at war with him 

I had a good chat with Mick and he's 
made it clear we are all open to offers from 
other clubs, but as far as I am concerned [am 
a Sunderland player and committed to 
getting us promoted. We owe that to the fans 
and to Mick McCarthy,” he recently 
admitted. 

"Asa team we let everyone down last season 
and we did not give Mick what he deserved 
er in che nine Premiership games he 
was in charge for. He is a great manager - I 
know that more than anyone - bur now the 
Sunderland players must to prove it and 
prove themselves to him” 


Loyalty is onc of Kilbanc’s strongest traits, 


Alconeiantonbe 


Hismeali en 


bur he’s a very courageous player too. Make 
no mistake, things had turned sour for the 
Jef fomtetas clits level But! e' usnagad co 
turn things around, as he has done at various 
stages of his career, 

He became West Brom’s firse £1 million 
signing in 1997 when he left his home-town 
club Preston for the Hawthorns with only 
around 50 appearances under his belt 


The instant impact he made ar Preston was 
replicated at West Brom and ic wasn't long 
before he had caught McCarthy's attention. 


+ threw him into the 
World Cup qualifier against 
Iceland in Reykjavik that same year and the 
bold move backfired badly on Kilbane. He 
wasn't prepared for the step up in class and it 
was no surprise that he was replaced by Mark 
Kennedy at the break 

Kennedy went on to score twice that day 
before he was sent-off but it has been the 
steadier Kilbane who prospered under 
McCarthy to the extent that he has now 
amassed 46 caps 

Neverthele 
wondered if the chance would come again. It 
took 18 months for McCarthy to try him out 
again when he made a substitute appearance 
against Sweden at Lansdowne 


s for a while he must have 


The experiment worked as Kilbane caused 
a lot of problems and he became a fixture in 
the side until the emergence of Damien Duff 
during the 2002 World Cup qualifiers, Even 
then Kilbane saw plenty of action as Duff was 
used as an attacking option more often than 
not by McCarthy 


cover story 


, Kilbane has never disguised 
the difference in ability berween himself and 
Duff. “In a few years Damien will be up there 
with the world’s bese,” Kilbane predicted 
confidently last year 


And, on many occasions over the past 
couple of years, Kilbane emphasised that he 
had no problem with Duff playing in his 
place. The son of Irish parents, he was an 
Ireland supporter first and foremost, he cold 
his questioners. That meant wanting the best 
players to play for their country even if it was 
at his cost 

I's the kind of honesty that has endeared 
him to supporrers at Lansdowne Road. No 
one sces Kilbane in the same light as Duff, 
there’s no doubr that there's quite a leap 
between them in terms of ability. 

Duff can beat players at will and docs 
things few international stars can do. It 
makes him a special calent, Kilbane, who 
prefers to take possession and set off in a 
straight line down the flank, is the first to 
acknowledge this. 


Just as he was establishing himself at 
international level, so an inevitable move to 
the Premiership beckoned. He was linked to 
a number of big clubs but it was ambitious 
Sunderland who took the plunge when Peter 
Reid signed him up for a hefty cnough fee - 
£2.2million - in December 1999. 

Until last season, though, his dream move 
had become a nightmare. It went wrong from 
the beginning, with a loss of form and some 


@ Made his Prestan NE debut at 
Torquay ina 4v 0 win 


@ Played 11 games for his home 
town side in his debut 
eagle season as they won the 
3rd division championship in 1995 


@ West Bromwich Albion's ther 
tecord signing when he joined 
them for £1.25rn 


© Kilbane was born in England, his 
parents were born in Ireland 


@ Republic's Under 21 Player OF The 
Year in) 1998 


@ Made Republic Of Ireland debut 
Iceland in September 1998 ak a 
half time substitute for Mark 
Kennedy 

@ SAFC international debut vy Czech 
Republic in Dublin 23 February 
2000 

@ Made SAFC debut y Southampton 
at The stadium Gf Light 18 
December 1999 as 2 substitute 


© Best run in SAFC side Is 14 consec 
utive games from 23 January 2000 
10.29 April 2000 

@ Made 10 appearances for the 
Republic Of tretand in the 2002 
World Cup Qualifiers scaring 2 
goals 


niggling injuries eroding his confidence. His 
best run in the team was 14 games from 
January 2000 to the end of April in the 
months after he moved to the Wearsiders 


It wasn't long before he was being 
barracked by the Sunderland supporter: 

R 
when it came to buying players and Kilbane 
was made a scapegoat. 

t one point Reid decided that it would be 
better to leave the player our altogether rather 
than force him to deal with the insults ftom 
the stands, 


d had made a number of bad decisions 


Things appeared to have come to a head 
last summer on the club's pre-season cour 
when Kilbane suffered the ignominy of a beer 
soaking by disgruntied fans. 


He was on the way out; bur that’s not 
Kilbane’s style and strangely it was Howard 
Wilkinson who re-invented him as a combar- 
ive central midfielder last season and as a 
Sunderland player. Last season, ironically, he 
was one of the few players the fans did warm 

to. 


Under new Ireland 
manager Brian Kerr, 
Kilbane’ perfor 


mances have become less erratic. He scored 
the first goal of the new regime at Hampden 
rk in February when he ghosted in at the 
id past Scotland goalkeeper 
expertly finishing a well- 
ed set-piece move 

are still creases to be ironed out 
Within a week in June we saw Kilbane as a 
Jeckyll and Hyde. After a stunted display 
inst Albania he was clectric against 
Gcorgia, a constant menace to the opposition 
and a constant outlet for his team: 


defence 
mates. 


“No one is getting away from us and 
qualifying is in our hands,” he remarked 
recently.” | don't like looking too far ahead co 
next season's games, but I feel we can achieve 
anything now, and that includes finishing 
top”. 


If Kilbane can reach 
the heights again, 
he'll play a big role 
in Ireland achievir 
what appeared ro 
an impossible 
dream just over a 
year ago. 
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THE Republic of Ireland will play a friendly 
international against Turkey at Lansdowne 
Road on Tuesday, September 9, in what will 
be Ireland's final preparation game for the 
crucial Euro 2004 qualifier with 
Switzerland on October 11. 

Ireland face Russia in the penultimate 
qualifier on September 6, three days before 
the clash with Turkey, and if a favourable 
result is acquired, Ireland will go into the final 
game with Switzerland in Basel knowing thar 
4 good resule would see them Group ‘Ten and 
qualify automatically for next year's European 
Championships. 

The Turkish game takes place on Tuesday, 
24 hours before the Russia versus Switzerland 
die on September 10 which is an important 
match for Irish qualification hopes. 

Turkey will prove difficult opponents. They 
finished third in last year's World Cup finals 
in Japan and Korea and have looked 
strong in qualification for the European 
Championships where they currently top 
Group Seven, two points ahead of England 
who they face on October 11 

Traditionally, Ireland have had the upper 
hand against che Turks having lost just once in 
eleven meetings. But, Turkey were celebrating 
after the last clashes as they beat Ireland on 
away goals in the Euro 2000 play-offs. 

The first meeting between the sides in 1966 
in the European Championship qualifiers led 
to an Ireland victory with goals coming from 
Frank O'Neill and Andy McEvoy. ‘Turkey 
recorded their only ever victory over Ireland in 
the away cic in Ankara, and since then, Ireland 
have completely dominated the games. 

In 1974, once more in the European 


Turke 
fi 


V. 


_ visit 


Championship qualifiers, Ireland earned a 1-1 
draw in Temir with Don Givens scoring 
Ireland's goal, and it was Givens who was the 
hero in the home ties he scored all four goals 
in a 4-0 rout at Dalymount Park. 

In 1976, Ireland met Turkey once more in 
Ankara, this time in a friendly with the game 
ending 3-3. Frank Stapleton, making. his 
debut for Ireland, opening the scoring, after 
three minutes before Gerry Daly made it 2-0 
after 14 minutes. But Turkey then fought 
back to lead 3-2 with ten minutes remaining 
before Joc Waters, who like Stapelton was 
making his debut, grabbed a late equaliser. 

Another friendly between the sides at 
Lansdowne Road took place in 1978 with 
Ireland coming out on top by four goals to 
two having raced into a 4-0 lead inside the 
opening 23 minutes, but it was another 12 
years before the sides met again when, on the 
eve of the 1990 World Cup, Ireland travelled 
to Izmir for a friendly which ended in a 
scoreless draw. 


Bur later on that year, the sides met again in 
the European Championship qualifiers with 
John Aldridge notching up a hat trick in a 5- 
0 victory for the Irish. In the away leg, Ireland 
recorded a 3-! victory, but it wasn't enough to 
progress ro the final stages as, on the same 
night, England drew 1-1 with Poland to pip 
Ireland for a place in the finals. 


And then in 1999, the ewo sides were drawn 
together in the European Championships 
play-offs with Turkey progressing on away 
goals after the first leg at Lansdowne Road 
ended 1-1 (Robbie Keane scoring Ircland’s 
goal) and the retum leg in Bursa finishing 
scoreless. 


lise 


The FAI condemns bigotry and racism in sport. The Association condemns the hostile abuse of individual players or 
teams based on race, creed, colour or any other affiliation. 


FOR THE GOOD OF THE GAME, STOP RACISM 


We lost our shirt 
last season, 
care to go for our 
trousers? 


Last year our generosity cost us dearly, 
refunding losing bets on more matches than we care to remember 


1. We paid out on Arsenal and Man United winning the Premiership. 


2. We refunded losing bets on both the UEFA Cup final 
and Champions League final. 


3. We paid out on Arsenal doing the double. 


4. We even refunded losing bets on the Champions League decider 
between Chelsea and Liverpool. 


But are we battening down the hatches this season? 
Not a chance - we plan to be every bit as generous as we were last season 
and with out biggest ever range of betting opportunities, 


including betting in-running on all live matches, 
well make this season the most exciting ever. 


Drop into any of our 135 shops nationwide, 
Dial-a-bet on 1800 721 821 or Join the Dots at www.paddypower.com 


Dial-a-Bet 1800 721 821 
paddypower.com 


Paddy Power 


A CAPACITY crowd of 
10,000 packed the 
Brandywell to see the game 
berween Derry and Spanish 
giants Barcelona and they 
were not disappointed as 
Caralan kings played some 
fantastic football to run out 
5-0 winners, Derry too played 
some great football but 
against the Ronaldinho & 
Co., it was always going to be 
an uphill struggle. 

The opening goal arrived 
after three minutes when 
Rafael Marquez. scored a 
header from a David Sanchez 
corner and on 36 minutes, 
Barcelona made it 2-0 when 
another Sanchez corner was 
met by Swedish international 
Patrik Andersson who headed 
home. 

Peter Hutton missed two 


round uf 


Derry shine despite 
Barca barrage 


good opportunities in the first 
half and carly in the second 
half, he created a great chance 
for Gary Becketc with a break 
down the left, but Beckett 
failed to find the target from 
the edge of the area. 

Brazilian World Cup ace 
Ronaldinho entered the fray 
in the 52nd minute and he 
nearly scored with a free kick 
a few minutes after his 
introduction, but the 
Catalans’ did get a third when 
Marc Overmars burst down 
the left before crossing for 
the unmarked Gerard Lopez 


to score. 
A fourth soon followed 
when Javier Saviola brilliantly 
chipped the goalkeeper before 
Ronaldinho slorted in a fifth 
after racing clear and 
rounding the goalkeeper. 


SNES alll roung 
Sele 


defeat of Leeds 


honorary MBE. 


Wednesday. 


British Empire. 
before moving to Manchester Ciry in 1990. 


2002 


Dublin. 


It’s the Mighty Quin 


FORMER Republic of Ireland and Sunderland striker Niall Qi 


The striker's last appearance for his final club, Sunder 


4 


has received 


cd, was on October 


The award was made by the Queen in recognition of Quinn's “outstanding services to 
international football and his contributions to United Kingdom charities’ 


The British Ambassador to Ireland, Stewart Eldon, presented the award in Dublin last 


An embassy spokesperson said: “Niall Quinn's initiative of donating the proceeds 
from his cestimonial march beeween Sunderland and the Republic of Ireland last year 
to children’s charities led to his idea being adopted by a number of other players.' 
In a comment on the player's gesture, Prime Minister Tony Blair said: ‘Iv is 
absolutely typical of the individual. In circumstances where people in sport often get 
a lot of bad publicity, this is an example we can hold up to everybody. 
Quinn's honour will make him a Member of the Most Excellent Order of the 


Quinn started his career at Arsenal in 1983, spending seven years at Highbury 


19, 


He received 91 caps for the Republic of Ireland and won widespread acclaim when he 
donated the proceeds from his benefit match &o charicy last season. 
He is patron of The Glass Slipper Appeal which raises money for hospitals in the 
Sunderland area in an effort to help their fight against breast cancer. 
He also has a close association with Our Lady's Hospital for Sick Children in Crumlin, 
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H STRIP 


BEST OF LUCK TO THE IRISH TEAM IN OUR EURO CAMPAIGN. 


Chris Hughton 


mpaign diary 


Y 


IT has been a summer 

of high profile transfers 

for many members of Brian Kerr's squad 

and Ireland assistant coach Chris Hughton 

believes our national team will benefit 
from the moves. 

M. lolland, David € lly, Gary Breen 
and Damien Duff are among those who have 
stal he new season in a different kit to the 
one worn last term. But Chris insists the 
changes are not a concern for Ireland as we 
look toward ial Euro 2004 

and Switzerland. 
Id help s 
our lads push their careers on to a ne 
[look at someone Aart Holl 
je a retu 
lan Curbi: 


« each wee 
comes to Ireland games. I know he was 
to get back in the top division after a year out 
with Ipsv 
“Then v ¢ Damien Duff. Ie will be very 
teresting to sce how he handles all the 
pressure that goes with Chelsea at the 
moment. They have had a quite incredible 
mer of spending and the expectations at 


the challenge ing Champions League 
football each week can only help his develop 
ment. We all know what a qual 
he already is and I believe he will en 
Asca. It's cerrainly an inte lub to bi 
1 part of at the moment, that's for sure 
riticism of the timing of the 
Australian fixture, coming so close to the start 
the English season, Chris insists ic is a 
ixture that will form a vital pare of the build 


‘It we could beat Russia 
next month, maybe there 
would be a chance for us to 
win the group, but 
Switzerland will still fancy 
their chances of beating us 
on home soil in our final 
game.” 


xt month 
eration: 
this week, so we the most of it,” 
he states, 
Ir's an early 
club mani 
fixture, bi 
teams acrg 


or tomorn 


ian cook over, we have five wins 
and a draw on the 
but ar this point ; 
fi to win the group,” he adds 
way, if we offered a 

second place finish in the gr 
off place that goes with it, it would be 

to turn down at this moment in tim 
When you consider the position we were in a 
few months back, we should be content to still 
be in the race to qualify now 


e did that a 
Albania and ¢ could b 
next month, maybe there would be a chanee 
for us co win the group, bur Switze 
still fa ances of beating us on home 
soil in our final game. 
The final chapter of Ireland's fascinating 
Euro 2004 qualifying campaign will unravel 
s. To this point, i 


management team. 
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Forget Beckham, Irish internationals led by Damien Duff have 
heen making headlines of their own during the hectic summer 
transfer market. Gavan Becton charts the comings and goings. 


clubs in the race to secure Duff's signature was 
Liverpool. Gerard Houllier, in desperate need 
to sign some big names if Liverpool are to 
battle for Premiership and European honours 
may haye missed out on Duff bur secured the 
considerable talents of Fulham favourite 
STEVE FINNAN 

The right-back had looked destined to join 
Gerard Houllier's side for some time and was 
the first of a string of summer signings 
expected at Anficld after their disappointing 
season. 

The Res 

“Steve is a very talented player who we 
eager to bring to Anfield. We are pleased that 
he has agreed to join us and look forward to 
seeing him in action this season.” 


ds Chief Executive Rick Parry said: 


Finnan, who is understood to have cost 
£3.5m, is set co replace England international 
Jamie Carragher in the starting line-up. 

Graeme Souness helped get over his 
disappointment at losing Duffer with che 
signing of STEVEN REID who was at the 
heart of Millwall’s push for Premictship 
promotion 

The 22 year-old, a member of the Ireland 
squad that reached the second round of the 
World Cup finals, rejected a late bid by 
Premiership newboys Portsmouth to sign a 
four-year contract with Blackburn from First 
Division Millwall. 

Souness said Reid's signing along with 
those of Australian international Brett 
Emerton and Italian defender Lorenzo 
Amoruso would make Rovers a stronger unit 
this season even with the departures of Dult 
and England international David Dunn, 

“I fecl we will be stronger than this time 
last year,” he said. 

Ve've signed Steven and I'm delighted to 
have him on board.” 

While Souness said Reid, scorer of two 
goals in his nine Ireland appearances, was not 
as unpredictable as Duff nonetheless added 
that Reid was a more versitile player: 

“Steven's a valuable signing for dis because 
he can play on both flanks, He'll give us 
several different options. He's also a good age 
in that hes only qwenty two. He's not really 


and 1 was impressed with what Alan 
Curbishley had to say about his plans for che 
fucure.” 

Meanwhile Glenn Roeder made a signifi- 
cant move in rebuilding the fortunes of 
relegated West Ham United with the signing 
of Wimbledon striker DAVID CONNOLLY 
for a fee of €400,000, Connolly (25), signed 
a three-year contract with the dub to end 
months of speculation in his future after it 
emerged that Wimbledon would be forced to 
offload him after going into administration. 


The striker, who has scored cight goals in 
37 appearances for Ireland since making his 
debur against Portugal in 1996, was one of 
the hottest properties in the Nationwide 
ue last season after hittil 
oals for Wimbledon. He's off to a flying 
after scoring on his debut for the Hammers 
and already had his first row with his 
manage 

KEVIN KILBANE began his First 
Division term with Sunderland with a defeat 
bur rumours have been circulating chat a 
possible move across the Pennines to Everton 
may be on the cards. 


Unfortunately not all developments for our 
Irish internationals have been so positive 
NICK COLGAN has a year remaining on 
his contract at Hibernian, but was told he 
could leave the Easter Road club ar the end of 
fast term in a bid to reduce the wage bill at 
Hibs. 

Colgan, who was promoted to second- 
choice goalkceper in the Irish senior squad 

n Dean Kiely retired, has yet to concede 
a goal in three substirute appearances for 
Ireland, although he has yet to play in a 
ive international 


compet 

Formerly on the books of Chelsea, he has 
put in more than 120 appearances for Hibs 
since joining from Bournemouth on a free 
transfer in 1999, but he now faces an 
uncertain future. He has since joined 
Stockport County on loan. 

GARY BREEN -~ released by West Ham 
after a disappointing season with the London 
club that saw them relegated despite a ‘last 
gasp battle co survive - has linked up with 


SPECULATION, rumours, denials, multi- and open chequebook at Chelsea was the After 
million euro price tags, surprise moves, catalyst in securing DAMIEN DUFF'S protracted 
swoops and deals and we’re not talking wizardry with Blackburn Rovers accepting negotiations 
about an average day at the Tribunals at 24m figure - the Rathfarnham now being between 
Dublin Castle! the most expensive Irish player ofall time. Chelsea _bosses 

Ir's the annual football and media feeding “This was probably the biggest decision of and Duff under 
frenzy that bridges the gap between the real my life and I didn’t want to rush it,” said the careful eye of 


former international manager Mick 
McCarthy at Sunderland 


like Damien Duff, who is more of a trickster. 
Tractor Boys captain MATT HOLLAND Another player Wearside bound was 
finally ended his long term love affair with COLIN HEALY who rejected Celtic's 
Ipswich and a move to Chardon Athletic in ja5¢ contract offer in order to secure first 
a four year deal worth £750,000. team football. At time of writing, Healy's 
The fee could rise to £900,000, with signature was also being sought by Peter 
three further instalments of £50,000 payable Reid at Leeds United. 


action on the pitch and ina summer that saw Dulin mid July when he discussed his move advisor and Bray 

the ‘global event’ that was David Beckham's away from Ewood Park. boss Par Devlin, over the next three seasons dependent on \4eanwhile the Irish link between players 
departure from Manchester United to Real “Ie was just. a matter of thinking everything the _Ballybeden yy 9 Charlton retaining their Premicrship status. yng manager at Aston Villa would appear 
Madrid and the arrival of Russian hrough. I had seven great years at Blackburn born star pur pen ax, The Bury-born 29-year-old, who w sre d to mean little with STEVE STAUNTON 


figure in Ireland's 2002 World Cup told he can leave the club on a free 


Rockerfeller, Roman Abramovich ro cash and there was no big reason to move bur in‘ Paper ina four 
. campaign, cost Ipswich £800,000 when le transfer - the player preferring the 


strapped Chel-ski, it's been a busier, and the end I decided a year deal, Fiscal 


big new challenge was 


riiGrae LER ONAtiG Mantnetsbk ha OReE meer neva aside joined them from Bournemouth in 1997. opportunity to play first team football as 
From an Irish point of view it’s been an “I'm really looking forward to playing for k - “te en He made more than 250 appearances for against a squad role. Reports also claim 
his eserved the Portman Road outfit. that MARK KINSELLA has been told 


equally tumultuous period with a high my new club. It looks as though gi 
number of Brian Kerr's charges leaving for are going to happen at Chelsea 
pastures new. 


cat things 
opportunity to star 


in the Champions 
League 


“It was a big decision for me to make buc by boss David O'Leary chat he won't 
I'm twenty nine now and want to be playing figure in his plans this term. 
Premiership football,” Holland said 


“Charlton are a family club, like Ipswich, 


“Ir just feels right. It is a big. big chance 


Most significantly, Abramovich's takeover and I can't wait.” 
One of the 
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FIAT AUTO IRELAND 
DRIVING IRISH SOCCER 


OFFICIAL VEHICLE SPONSORS 


New Fiat Stilo Multi Wagon 
For Information Call 1850 444 888 


tonight’s squad news 


Premiership movers 
and shakers up for 0z 


Irish players to shake off the distractions of club transfers and 
focus on our bid to reach the Euro 2004 finals next summer 


BRIAN Kerr has largely kept faith with the 
squad that picked up maximum points from 
June's Euro 2004 qualifiers with Albania 
and Georgia for tonight's friendly interna- 
tional with Australia here at Lansdowne 
Road. 

Steve Finnan (Liverpool), Andy O'Brien 
(Newcastle United) and Clinton Morrison 
(Birmingham City) - injured at che end of last 
season - are the only chi 
who were absent when Ireland beat Alban 
1 and Georgia 2-0 in early June, 

With the final eyo Group Ten Eur 


and Switzerland in B 
coming up in September and October 
Australia match is vital for Ireland's prepara- 


Lansdowne Roa 


the 


s that will decide 
Ireland's Euro 2004 destiny and, although 
admitting that the timing of the game is not 
ideal, Kerr belie 

of the prep 


tion for the two g: 


char it is an important part 


ons. 

"IT know it's a bad time for clubs and [ 
respect that,” he sai 
pick a squad based on last season's form 
because there have been no games yet this 


1. "And I'm also having to 


season. 

"But I think ic is important to get the 
players back together and get them back in 
the vational frame of mind ahead of the 
huge challenges we face in September and 
October.” 


Also included in the squad is midfielder 
Colin Healy who looks to be on the verge of 
signing for Leeds United, while Gary Breen 
(Sunderland), Steven Reid (Blackburn 
Rovers), Damien Duff (Chelsea), David 
Connolly (West Ham United) as well as 
Finnan will all join up with the squad for the 
first time since making moves during the 
summer 


Both Breen and Healy have missed several 
weeks of pre-season training as they looked 
for new clubs, though Kerr is unconcerned 
believing ¢h 


hey will prove their fitness in 


the comi 
To make y for the retu of Finnan, 
O'Brien and Morrison, Kerr has left out 
Stephen McPhail (Leeds United) and strikers 
Alan Lee (Rotherham United) and Glen 
Crowe (Bohemians), though che manager 
insisted that all three would be on stand-by 
and may be called in if there are any 
withdrawals. 

Kerr also had kind words for Sunderland 
midfielder Jason McAteer who the mana 
said was not included because of his lack of 
fitness. "Jason hasn't played that many 


games in the last season. I think I saw 

his last game which was against 
Fulham bur he's been struggling 
with injuries. But Jason is a 


ood 
player and we all know he's 
scored some vital goals and he's 
certainly not out of my plans 


Welcome 


tralia manager, Frank Farina, 
This sights. 


ngland in Londo 


Vin 


Ireland pen pix 


Shay has emerged as one of Europe's top 
keepers following an outstanding World 
Cup Finals. His sparkling form has con- 
tinued into this European qualify 
campaign. 
Pur in an ourscanding performance against 
laste April and helped Newcastle 
United secure a top three Premiership fin- 
ish last season. 
Looking forward to his seventh season with 
Newcastle, the Lifford-born star started his MB St 
professional career with Celtic before > 3 
- 


moving to Blackburn Rovers in 1994 
also making, his senior Ireland debut 
against Russia in a Lansdowne Road 
friendly in March 1996, 

A lack of first cam opportunity at 
Ewood Park saw Shay spend loan spells 
at Swindon Town and Sunderland 
(winning a First Division championship 
medal with Peter Reid's in 1995/96) 
before Kenny Dalglish splashed our 
1.5m to bring the out of contract 
yer to St James Park in July 1997. 


-~ 4 team mate of 
Gary Kelly, Made 
« one first team 

appearance for the Blues and 
played only a handful of loan 
games for Brentford and Reading 
before his career took off under Alex 
McLeish at Easter Road following. his 
July 1999 free transfer from 
Bournemouth where he had spent one 
reason. Made his last appearance as a 
substitute in the 1-0 victory over 
Norway in April. 


Promoted to Mick McCarthy's senior 
squad on a permanent basis following 
Jan Kelly's retirement from  interna- 
youl Football after the World Cup 
finals last June, the Drogheda man 
was the first choice netminder at 
Hibernian but at time of writing 
finds himself out of favour at 
Easter Road and on loan to 
Stockport County. 
Began his professional carcer with 
Chelsea in 1991 after being signed 
from Drogheda Boys where he was 


The retirement from 
international football of 
Dean Kiely means an 
carlier than expected promotion to 
the senior set-up for Joe Murphy. 
‘The promising West Brom 
netminder has shown great 
atticude at the Hawthorns this 
season, while he has always done 
well ac Under 21 level for Ireland. 


The former Tranmere Rovers player 
who former boss John Aldridge 
has tipped to go on to be a 
great Irish keeper will 
provide additional cover 
for fellow keepers Shay 
Given and Nick Colgan for now. 


Another member of the class of "96 to in the second round match 
establish himself as a permanent fered a degree of criticism for his 
fixture in Mick McCarthy's splays in the tournament but looked 
Ircland teams. in Moscow 
Gifted with a tremendous Albania and 
left foot, the Leeds United 
star scored four goals as 
Ireland qualified for the 2002 
World Cup finals but then 
Goals. 8 missed a penalty against Sp: 
Chub: Leeds United ‘n 


Position: Left Back 


Born: Drogheda, Co Louth 
DOB: 31/08/77 


red with Glebe North and St 
Kevins Boys as a schoolboy 
before joining Leeds as a 16 year 
old in 1993. 


DEFENDERS § GOALKEEPERS § GOALKEEPERS | GOALKEEPERS 


The all-action full-back will be looking for- rest of the season - including the heartbreak 
ward to a season free of injury with Spurs of mising the World Cup 

after missing nearly all of last year's cam- Initially made his debut as a raw 16 year-old 
paign, Returned co international duty for the in 1993 before finally establishing himself in 
friendly against Norway and played well in the side in che 1996-97 sease 

the games Albania and Georgia. Named the club's Player of the Year for 2000 
All Spurs and Republic of Ireland fans will when he won a place in the PEA Premiership 
cross their fingers and hope thase problems ‘Team of the Season, Carr is now recognised 
are now firmly behind him as one of the best tight-backe in the 
Stephen started to feel problems in his knee Premiership and his ability to join in with 
in August 2001 and surgery in September attacks has added an extra offensive option to 
and his rehabilitation ruled him out for the — Ireland's play. 


DEFENDERS 


and the former Maine Road outfit have 
had their problems, But with the Blues 
moving to their new City Stadium this 
season, both player and dub will be 
looking forward to an incident free 
campaign. Another 


Kevin Keegan's faith in Richard 
Dunne paid dividends with former 


Under-21 Player of the Year play- 
Dunne ing an integral part in 
Manchester Citys promotion co 


Position: Defender the Premier League in 2001. Signed 
Born: Dublin by former manager Joe Royle in the 
Doe: 21/08/78 wake of a magnificent World Cup qual 
; 21h ing games against Holland and 
Portugal in 2001, Dunne thrived in the 
blue shirt. Since City adapted to life 
back in the Premiership, both Dunne 


it until April 26th 2000, 

ing his first cap against 

Greece, Part of a large footballing 

family that has produced several 
underage internationals. 


DEFENDERS 


Club: Manchester City 
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DEFENDERS 


Kenny 
Cunningham 


Position: Detender 


Position: Defender 
Born: Waterford 
DOB: 30/04/81 
Caps: 7 

Co: 


Club: Manchester United 


O'Brien 


Position: Defender 


MIDFIELDERS 


Ireland's current captain turned countless 
international heads with his elegant and 
pivotal 70 minutes against Spain in § 
Suwon when coming in for the 
exhausted Steve Staunton. 

His display against the Spaniards 
helped persuade Steve Bruce to spend 
Stgfl.7m to take Kenny to 
Birmingham City. 

Lost his automatic place in the Ireland back 
four when picking up groin and 
hamstring injuries in early 2000 and 2001, 


ces at the 
‘World Cup finals where the centre ball self 
lessly adapted co dealing with the threat 
posed by the German and Spanish 
atcacks, 

Emphasised his ability co pop up in the 
other penalty atea and find the target 

by scoring Ircland’s crucial second 

goal in the 3-0 win over Saudi Arabia 

in Yokohama har secured our pa 

to the second round. 


Produced four excellent perform: 


Earmarked as a star of the future by 
Alex Ferguson after breaking into the 
Manchester United first team last 
season. 

The Waterford-born 21-year old 

is a natural centre-half but can 

happily operate at right or left 

full or even midfield if required. 

Mick MeCarthy handed him his first cap 
against Croatia in August 2001 and fol 


Korea despite nto the tourna 
ment with an ankle injury sustained dur 
the prepa 
3d ligamen: problems last season 
saw him miss a number of recent inter 


Limerick but raised in 
Steve's se 


the summer of 1995. A move down 
the Football League to join Nous 


Signed for the Magpies in March 2001 
from Bradford City and has become a 
firm favourite at St James Park. The 


highly rated 24 year-old defender 
came up through che ranks at 
Valley Parade and was a product 
of the youth set-up there. He 
helped secure promotion 1 

the Premier League 

1998/99 season. 


Rightly tagged as one of the games’ 
hardest working midfielders, Matt 
Holland has emerged from the 
shadows of Roy Keane to forge a 
new international midfield dou- 
ble-act with Mark Kinsella. 7 
Boasted a remarkable run of J 
unbroken service to the Tractor 
Boys buc a move back co the 
Premiership with Charlton in a 
£750,000, four-year deal was com- 


Ireland pen pix 


Was installed as captain by Mick McCarthy 
aficr Roy Keane's retirement and has justi 
fiably continued that role under Brian 
Kerr, Now heading steadily for that 
prestigious half century of interna- 

tional caps. 
A product of Home Farm and 
Tolka Rovers, Cunningham 
ed Millwall as.an 18 year-old 
before moving to the Dons in 

1994 for ST £800,000. 


‘ately benefited from his Asian 
displays by moving co West Ham. 
United in July on 2 Bosman Free from 

Coventry City, Alas relegation and 


a dearout at Upton park leaves 

Breen with an uncertain summer 

Began his career with Charlton Athletic 
juniors before moving on to Maidstone 
ingham, Peterborough Un 
am City from whom be 
24m in February 1997. 


lowing solid displays against Georgia 
and Albania in May, he seems dev 
tined be an everpresent fixture in 

Brian Kerr's sides of the future 
Turned —in_ impressive 
performances on the left side of 
defence in the absence of Ian 
Harte during the away qualfiers 
in Georgia and Albania earlier 

this summer. 


County helped him establish himself as 
one of the best your 
defenders in the English 
game which persuaded 
Kevin Keegan to spend 
$Sig£4600,000 on him in November 1998 
and was a constant presence in Jean 


ana’s Fulham side uncil this summer 
» Gerard Houllier broughe him wo 

Liverpool €5m and thus restore a traci- 
tional Irish presence on the red side of 


ing for Neweastle he has 
become a regular fixture in Bobby 
Robson’ sides and endeared himself to 


the Toon Army when he scored on his 


Newcastle debut against local rivals, 

Sunderland. 

O'Brien is desperate to establish him- 

selfin the Irish jersey after picking up 
his first senior cap against Estonia in 
the 2002 World Cup qualifiers, 


pleted in the summer. 
Made his Ireland debut against 
Macedonia in the autumn of 1999 
J and scored that crucial equaliser 
(against Cameroon in Niigata last 
\, June. 
By his standards, a poor performance in 
the European qualifiers opener against 
Russia has been —_ overshadowed 
by fine displays against Georgia and 
Albania. 


eircom and Irish Soccer. Go further ercom 
Australia 


bd 
| 


CnubliC.onire 


and 


Shay Given [__| Séa John Aloisi{ | Osasuna 
Nick Colgan |__| fiir Marco Bresciano Parma 
v4 Joe Murphy |__| & Scott Chipperfield Basel 
lan Harte | | L Brett Emerton Blackburn Rovers 

Gary Breen = Gee Hayden Foxe Portsmouth 

Kenny Cunningham |_| ch 0 Cuinneagain Vince Grella Empoli 
Richard Dunne (| Risteard 6 Doinn Zeljko Kalac Perugia 

John O'Shea |__| § ean 0 be Harry Kewell Liverpool 
: Stephen Carr |__| it D ia ivarra Stan Lazaridis Birmingham City 
| Li Steve Finnan stiofan 0 Fionnain Craig Moore |__| Glasgow Rangers 

rn Rove Steven Reid Btiotix iB Kevin Muscat|__|Glasgow Rangers (MUAUELOUEIL UU 
2 Matt Holland |__| Maiti [ Lucas Neill Blackburn Rovers MROge un eer ea 
indlerta Kevin Kilbane = >aoimhti a Paul Okon Leeds United Buion dar slua thar toinn do rainig chugainn 
ColinHealy»| —_| Coil Tony Popovic Crystal Palace Faoi mhdid bheith saor, sean tir ar sinsear feasta 
| : Mark Kinsella | ___ Mark Schwarzer r | Middlesbrough sowie Li scat cee ts 
; pele —, . Josip Skoko | _|Genclerbirligi ee me 
| Andy O'Brien = rine Danny icc 1 ___ rescence City Le gunna-seréach, tri lamhach na bpiléar, 
Ld 2 Tony Vidmar| _| Cardiff City Seo libh, canaig’ Amhran na bhFiann. 
Fae lea = ms 3 Mark Viduka |___|Leeds United 
Damien Dutt [ | 
Gary Doherty — git 
David Connolly 


BALLBOYS: Raheny United FC, Dublin North 
‘STADIUM ANNOUNCER: Declan King 


SPUWlosta MMM 


LA) 
iis based on race, creed, colour or other affiliation. G: j 
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A Rejuvensnd) with Everum’ usides Sceven Reid saw him ably man 
J David Moyes. Lee enjoyed a highly che right flank in the games 
productive season at Goodison Park 6 syainst Russia and Georgia 
joosted his international stock in where he had chances to open 
the process. Lee joined the Blues in his. international 
2001 from Derby County for Scg£3m. account, 
Having been squeezed out of the mid Made his debs 
field picture with Ireland in recent Romania in Octobs 
Js, a sustained run with the Toffees amassed more than a quarter cen 
injuries to Jason MeAceer and ury of caps 


Has made the left wing berth his own i gainst Iceland (away) in 
in recent times despite enduring an and joined the Black Cats for 
inconsistent spell at club level, £2.5m in December 1999. 
Having endured mixed fortunes under After a poor game against Albania 
Peter Reid at Sunderland, Kilbane was back in May he showed char- 
reunited with former international acter to turn ina fine display against 
manager Mick McCarthy at the Stadium the Georgians four day later, Everton 
of Light but with the damage already may throw Kilbane a Premier League 
done, the Black Cats were relegated lifeline after expressing an interest in 
The Preston-born 26 year-old made taking the winger to Goodison. 


O'Leary will see him as part of his plans. The 


prise Sty 
from the Valley marked the start of former Colche 
the club campaign for the six players co make their Ireland de 
Dubliner who enjoyed a g against the Czech Republic in Olom 
World Cup finals in J in April 1998. 

South Korea Now aged 30, Brian Kerr will be hop- 
Having endured a lor Mark can follow up on sterling dis: 
sidelines under Graham ‘Taylor a plays against Georgia and Albania and 
Park, Kinsella will hope chat fellow hap sccare Ireland’: qualification for the 
Dubliner and new manager, David + European Championships in 2004, 


« United player was one 


Alan is a perpetual motio 2 ~_ tion to swiftly bounce back to full fitness 
midfielder whose all action style ¢ S.A regular in the 2001/02 campaign 
and boundless energy is a real M&eam Ni displaying his improved passing 
asset. He joined the Owls in 1997 Siig Sskills and sense of 
after being spied playing for Cherry awareness which has resulted from a sec 
Orchard here in Dublin, making his ‘ond full season at senior level. Capped at 
first ream debut just four months later. Youth and U-21 level, Alan can operate as 
A broken leg sustained in April 2001 Qn! of left sided midfielder, 

failed to curb his development, as Quinn Proudly made his international debut in 
displayed his trademark determina the game against Norway in April 


s midfield 
of replacing 


breakchrough in the Bho 
Came within a few min 
Roy Keane at the World Cup finals, 


the Cork native put that disappoint 


game a 
Healy turned in 
mance thar may sce hin com 
regular place in the Irish eng 
room. Much of that promise depends 
on Colin finding first team football and 
thus the dilemma of leaving Celtic where 


ment behind him when he cle- 
brated his fourth cap against 
Finland with a stunning goal 

At rime of going to press, Healy was 


ining with Leeds Unite 


his undoubted talenc makes him a valuable 
member of Martin O'Neill's squad. As yer 


prepari 


ume ar 


ign for che Yorkshire outtic 


One of the Republic of Ireland most loyal 
servants Connolly was bought by 
Wimbledon in the summer of 2001. 
Connolly has won 36 caps for 
Ireland, and had an outstanding A 
season last term, scoring 18 times to 

finish as the dl marksman, 
Has also played at Division One level 
with Wolves (loan) and Watford 
highly successful spell in 
where he scored 48 


goals for Excelsior and 7 for 
Rotterdam. Former boss Terry 
Burton snatched him from under 
the noses of AZ Almaar when his 
contract expired with Feyenoord. 
Interest during the close scason from 
Premier League new boys Wolves 
failed to materialise but a move to 
‘West Ham has already seen the striker 

become a hie with the fans after a 
& scoring on his debur 


wy 


p's leadis 


Brian Kerr 


Apnointett: February 2003 
Born: Dublin 
Record: 6 5 0 1 


hfarnham-born player mad 


expensive Irish player 
€24m move fr 


the World Cup Finals - was confiemed as 
one of the game's most exciting and 


effective attackers ne today 


The Chelsea sear can chang 
a match with one mary run 


point delivery 


Afier strikes against Albania and 
Georgia Robbie Keane is well on 


course to smash Niall Quinn's 


Ireland record of 21 international y 
career goals. Robbie's predatory 


instincts makes him a defender's 
nightmare while his skill on the 


ball and cheeky confidence earns him 


the respect of fans as a real crowd 
pleaser. 
Now at his fifth club following 


his recent transfer from Le 


Joined Millwall as a. cainee in June 
1997 and made his first appearance /~ 


for the club against Bournemouth in 
May *98 a shritite 
Contributed a storming, season For 


the Lions that saw Mark McGhee's side 
fall just short of promotion to the 


Premiership. 


His considerable talents were spotted 
fi 


by Mick McCarthy and after a se 
game on the 
senior appearance in a friend 


A broken leg sustained against 
Torquay United in September 
2001 effectively ended the 
Donegal man's hopes of pla 

in the World Cup finals 

But Gary returned this season to 
reclaim ‘a regular place in Glenn 
Hoddle’s defence and the 
international squad. 

Scored his second international goal 
against Russia in Moscow and 


striker, Morrison is alrea 

St Andrews where he 

maintaining Birminghams 
Premier League status. He has yer to 
get a run of starts for Ireland 
hrough injury and the former man. 
wer’s preference to a Keane/Duff 
pairing up from. With Brian Keer 


scemingly reverting to a role on the 


Nurtured at youth level by Brian Kerr, chat 
when Ihe became the relationship has now been renewed wich the 
history, with his 
burn Rovest 10 sh t 
cash rich Chelsea ” on the flanks where he was 
In the process Duff - Ireland's player of Aa, late on in games during the World 
2 Cup finals. Joined Blackburn from 
Lourdes Celtic in Dublin in March 
1996. Duff's contrib 
to the tem: 
and Switzerland 


the course of 
pin 


hi flank for his first 
gainst 


Ireland pen pix 


n will be crucial 
s against Rus 


qual 


United to Spurs for Stg£7m, Robbic 
is now an integral parc of Glena 
Hoddle’s side that narrowly missed 
out on a European spot this term 
Has clocked up total transfer fees 


of Sig£38m on his travels from Wolves 
to Tottenham Hotspur via Coventry 
City, Inter Milan and Leeds United. 

Keane could be instrumental in help- 


ing secure qualification for Portugal 
next Summer. 


roatia in early 2001 he looks a narural 
choice for the right side. 


In recent weeks, this Kingston-born 


talent has been the subject of much 
transfer speculation, with Blackbu 
Band Portsmouth leading 


¢ chase 


Despite missing the games against 
Gcorgia and Albania throug! 


ligament injury, Stephen will 
Brian Kerr for consideratios 
upcoming games against Russia and 


nd. 


followed that up with towering 
performances againse Georgia 
and Albania and a deserved 
third international goal and 
crucial winner in Tbilisi, 
Delighted Irish fans and Brian 
Kerr with 2 wawering performance 
and goal against Albania as well as 
the shor that ended up in the net 
via deflection against Georgia 


wing for Duff, Clinton's time may 
have come. 

The London-born star did himself 

plenty of favours after scoring a spec- 
tacular volley in the friendly interna 
tional against Scotland last February 

Kerr's first game in charge. 

He joined the Blues from Crystal 
Palace in 2001 for ST 3.5m and 
qualifies to play for Ireland through 
his Co. Dublin born grandmother 


spect at all levels of the game following a 
hugely successful decade at St Patrick's 
Athletic and then as Ireland Youth Teams 
Manager and FAI Technical Director. 
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Second isn’t good enough for you. 
With Elastoplast® Sport Rigid 
Strapping Tape you can push 
yourself to your limits. This 
strong support will help prevent 
aggravation during high stress 
sports. Or if you suffer from a 
minor injury already it'll help you 
get back on form. Now there's 
nothing to hold you back 
Become the best you can be. 


Sport > 


Rigid Strapping 
Tape 


wwewelastoplastsporco.uk afl 


Defy your 


BOF eeee 
Beiersdorf 


ie 


Harry Kewell 


Born: 22.09.78 
Club: Liverpool 


MARK SCHWARZER (goalkeeper) 
06.10.72 - Club: Middlesbrough 
A fine shot stopper who has been first choice for 
Middlesbrough over the past six seasons, 
has been a consistent men Pr 
ide that has undergone so many changs 
his country down and will t 
le last line of defence here at 


Lansdowne Road tonight 


ZELJKO KALAC (goalkeeper) 
Born: 16.12.72 - Club: Perugia 
Something of a bit part player with I 
on, yet he provid 
s first choice stopp 
pells in Englan 
Wolves and Leicester 


LUCAS NEILL (defender) 
Born: 09.03.78 - Club: Blackburn Rovers 


Made his name in English football playing 


Millwall, bur when a £1m bid from 
c in last summer, the Lions b 
the bounty. He has prot 
enough to adapt to the Premiership and i 
acted interest from some of 


CRAIG MOORE (defender) 

Born: 12.12.75 - Club: Glasgow Rangers 
Craig has been sporting the blue of R 

the majority of his professional career a 
been a big success with the Scottish Premier 


League champions. He is currently in ond 
spell at Ibrox and sandwiched a spell in London 


ith Cr during thé 1998/99 season, 


TONY POPOVIC (defender) 
Born: 04.07.73 - Club: Crystal Palace 
ralian win against 
back in February, Popovie scored the 
n the eriumph at Upton Park. An 
member of the 
suple of seaso 


potball before sectling in 


STAN LAZARIDIS (defender) 

Born: 16.08.72 - Club: Bi 

Skippy’ Sean will be des 

his club colleagues Kenny Gi 

Clinton Mor snight and he is the type of 

player who always gives toral commitment to the 
w. A threat breaking down the flan 

from free kicks, he is alw performer. 


TONY VIDMAR (defender) 

Born: 15.04.69 - Club: Cardiff City 

A former Rangers defender who has recently 
made i Cardiff City 
regular th 

Spent last 

very much a bit p 

ment of Steve McClaren. 


KEVIN MUSCAT (defender) 
07.08.73 - Club: Glasgow Rangers 


ond Rangers player in this Aussie squad 


reputation. 
high profile on-pitch battles over the years and is 
never to put his foot in where it hurts 
Prev vith Crystal Palace and Wolves 


BRETT EMERTON (midfielder) 
Born: 22.02.79 - Club: Blackburn Rovers 
lackburn boss Graeme 
ss in the summer, Emerton 
enough quality to fill the boots of the departed 
A star in the Champions League 
he is a quality 
ncly named 


PAUL OKON (midfielder) 
Born: 05.04.72 - Club: Leeds United 
jer Terry Venables during his time as 
‘each and El Tel then brought him to 


and taly's Serie 
with La + was followed by 
a spell 


JOSIP SKOKO (midfielder) 
Born: 10.12.75 - Club; Genk 
A quict achiever compared w Australian 
football's high profile players, Skoko's mid 
creativity 
Exquisit 

g, makes Skoko the typi 

touch. A cl: 


DANNY TIATTO (midfielder) 

Born:.22.05.73 - Club: Manchester City 

A tough tackling midfielder who has proved his 
worth in, the English Premicsship with 
Manchester Ciry, tto is the rype of battler any 
manager would want in his side. One of the 
more experienced intemationals in this 


Australian squad, he made his debut at ch 
st Colombia back in Febru: 


MARCO BRESCIANO (midfielder) 

Born: 11.02.80 - Club: Parma 

The new tion of incernati 

starting to make a he and by the 

time of the 2006 World Cup finals, Bresciano 
bea of this 


fn p 10 has spark 
in the colours of last season's Champions League 
guys PC Basle, Chi be 
place in the Aussic 
of the next World Cup 
en linked with a move to 


VINCE GRELLA (midfielder) 
Born: 05.10.79 - Club: Empoli 
making 
in European football has been to 
head for England, but Grell: 
addition to the hig! 


but he more than makes up for th 
battling qualities in the midfic 


MILO STERJOVSKI (midfielder/forward) 
Born: 27.05.79 - Club: Lille 
He has always been tipped as one of the bri 
have emerged through the At 
time has now come for Sterjc 
th. Plying is trade in the French 
a wide man whose 
I makes him a serious threat in 
the attacking penalty box. 


MARK VIDUKA (forward) 


targeted by a host 
eter Reid has been desperate 


© int 
for Portsmouth in the 199 
id his career looked to be on th 
moved into the Pi hip v 
disappointing spell at Highfield Road came co 
end in with a £1.2m move to Spanish side 
Osasuna in the summer of 2001 


This evening's match marks what the entire 
Australian soccer fraternity fervently hope 
will be the beginning of a grand new era for 
their team. 

For, it is the first fixture undertaken by the 
Socceroos, as they are popularly nicknamed 
since mult-millionaire Frank Lowy was 


appointed chairman of Soccer Australia, the 


Paul Moon 


Oceania Soccer 


. Correspondent 
Ph a 


Australia feature 


f an 


SSIE 


With so much quality Australian talent emerging in 
European football in recent times, and a string of 
promising results under their belt, Paul Moon 

asks Is this the beginning of a golden era for 
Australia, or just another false dawn? 


helped establish in 197 


For many seasons the league has stumbled 


amidst declining p 


Understandably, it has been unable ro attract 


ponsorship. Several clubs have followed 


A 


her handicap bedevilling the le 
the ethnic factor’. Much of member teams 
sreek and 


support comes fror 


as given soccer 


of 


the image of a foreign recreation in the 


countless Australians. Thankfully, derogatory 


ms for soccer like ‘w 


heard and seven of the thirceen clubs 
ve carry no ethnic affiliations 


Yet, the National Soccer League's g 


(ave under 5,000) are well bek 


Australian Rules football and Rugby L 


counterparts. Nobody contradicted David 


‘one of Lowy's lecessors, when he asserted. 


“The current national mc is in its death 


throes, it's a ruin. You have no choice bur tc 


scrap it and begin agair 


The league in its present form will indeed be 


scrapped; the season 2004 - 2005 being pencilled 


in as the commencement date for a revamped 
championship. No one knows what shape the 
new competition will take and Lowy's vision of ir 


ise awaited. 


» Australian soccer 
soulding of a natic 
alify for the 2006 Wi 
‘rank Pari 


id by saying: "Soccer has the 


Even more fundamental 


good enot 


Socceroos coach hits the nail on 
the h 
overtake the other football codes in 
we have to get to the World Cup bef 
even think of that h 
involved, the na 


ing. Sponsors 


would want onal league 


would ben uild the grassroors 


game.” 
FIFA's recent rescinding of the decision 


announced last year, co grant Oceania d 


ody 


entry to the 


{ Cup finals was a huge 
blow. Significantly, prior ro being confirmed as 
Soccer Australia chairman, Lowy arranged a 


th Sepp Blatter to seck the casiest 


meeting w 


possible qual 


path for the Socceroos 


Asian, CONCACAF and South American teams 


also gaining what FIFA cerm "half pk va 
found robin cournament on neutral territo: 
probably E "2 The wp ewo from this 
would win finals berths 

Blatter, who described Lowy as ‘the most 


credible person in the southern 


ake the helm at Soccer Australia’, has expr 

his support for the concept. Whatever 
Australia presented, it is essential the 
primed to face it 

Having overcome feeble opposition offered by 


Zealand and the Pacific islands minnows in 


Oceania, the Auscealians were ill prepared to 


The current Australian 
national league is in its 
death throes, it's a ruin. 
Soccer has the potential 
to overtake the other 
football codes in 
Australia. But, we have 
to get to the World Cup 
before we can even think 
of that happening 


meet the challenges thar Argentina, Iran and 


Uruguay provided during their last three World 


Cup misadvents 


Financial constraints have, in 


the past 


prevented Soccer Australia from securing the 


meaningful friendly encounters essential for the 


World Cup camp; 


build up to a « 


However, moves are being made to. arrange 


home” games in Europe te virtually all che 


ctippling travel costs. The earliest such fixture 


versus Jamaica in Reading, is tentatively 
scheduled for next month 

The quantity and quality of those European 
domiciled stars provides Australian soccer's 


principle source of hope 

A highly capable team can surely be buile 
around the likes of Lucas Neill, Brett Emerton, 
Marco Bresciano, Mark Viduka, Hayden Foxe 


Craig Moore and, above all, I 


Kewell, 
ad 


ould a couple of 


rticularly if ir is reinforced by renows 


Australian grit. And 


xceptional young defenders emerge in the next 


two years, then Antips 


jean fans € 


confidence in both reaching Ger 


Further optimism is gh 


of junior ig. Which over-shadows 


ures for the rival football codes, and the 
Australian sporting public's indisputable taste for 
top drawer soccer 

The World Cup was view 
Continent’s lar 
ish F 
stings and the Socce 
to the large stadia of Melbourne and Sydney 
when their World Cup qualifying 


st television aud: 


ids reach the 


nitty gritty 


Appearances in both the finals of the 
Confederations Cup and World Under 17 


Championship, as well as the Olympics and 
World Youth Cup semi finals provide a e 
of Australian soccer's true capabilities. In 


ddition, the scalps of Hungary, Scotland, 
Croatia, England, Paraguay, Chile, Norway 
South Africa and A\ 
in A in 
Most of the above acl 


be false dawns. But, should Le 


ntina have been collected 


ernationals, 


ts transpired t0 


indeed be the 


catalyst for Australia fulfil its undoubted 


national administrative body, exactly one month Marston. ncial problems, and all che survivors are howls wah wichec Aumebatimaniontien, iGoaetcteam: beers tae: laccety, suntaaing than he den ned 
7, Marston played Josing money. The days when former gotiare the Oceania preliminary seege) face tu < 
| an-born Holocaust survivor, Lowy's fiest senior march — internationals, such as Ireland's Jim Dunne 
success in business resulted in him becoming six decades back, won the initial cap of 37 in and Jerry Murphy, could be enticed from 
Auseralia's third wealthiest man, He proved 1947 and became the first Australian to make his Europe to wind down their careers on the 
himself able to bring his commercial acumen mark overseas. Gaining English League runners- opposite side of the globe are merely a 
into the foorhall arcna when overseeing Sydney Up and beaten B. A. Cup finalists’ medals with — memory. 
City’s rise to dominate the domestic scene in the Pre h End, he was recently vored the With the domestic game starved 
1970s. City were four times national le: fourth best player to wear the historic Lancashire of resour leading, players Vy 


fit's white jersey inevitably look towards 


Then, in 1987, Lowy sensationally walked UP 


sill Bis ‘apaer seuted at what he successfully at club level and briefly took charge The talent drain, which 
perceived co be the incompetence surrounding °F the national combination began as a trickle in A 
him. Sydney City disbanded soon afterwards I wholeheartedly back Lowy out of frustration che mid 1980s, has 

of witnessing what has gone on here in my time," become a torrent 


Numerous attempts were made to lure Lowy 
> 


champions between 1977 and 1983 
c returning home, Marston coached — greener pastures abroad. 


back to the fold over the next sixteen years. Each — Marston says. “I thought the game was going to Over 130 Aussics 
vas re 


after back from are now 


pick up in the ten y 
England, but it has always been 


ected, until adamning federal government 


of 


al saccer employed as 


commissioned report on the 


Lowy as the only individual capable think the old national assoc 


professionals 


my playing career here and it in Europe 


of providing the Icadership so desperately four times du 


maid hasn't improved Asia and 
And so, to wide acclaim, Lowy took € “The players weren't the problem, it was the — che 
July 19th - though weluctantly. “I love'e officials. They were always pushing their own Americas. 
sccm as vanichiaet Gad ears barrows and that's why the sport his suffered. As a resule ~ 


We could be up there alongside the big boys if the fare 
ther. Once Lowy 


I could nor say no,” he said 


everyone pullec provided by 


the numerous soccer personalities ro 


applaud his accession was Joe Marston, arguably 


the les 
sraying 
year-old — becoming ew 


his priorities attractive to the fans. 


moving, soccer might finally get off the 
sr ite:boutliry ties prradiicod Marston's words give a fair indicati 


re better equipped to provide an huge weight of expectation on 


| 
Few peoy 
| | oneae tr the scene Deve Under than Lowy's shoulders. High ame 


the finest pl 
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womens 


Students the Masters | 


UCD retain their title to steer a course towards a glorious treble. 


@ =" John Fallon 


3 Irish Daily Stor 


Women’s National Cup Final 
UCD 2-0 LIFFORD (CLARE) 


UCD'S ladies retained their title as Ireland's 
premier Women’s team by beating Lifford 
from Clare 2-0 in this year's WFAI Cup Final 
last Sunday week at Richmond Park. 

For Lifford, it was their inaugural senior final 
but judging by che majority of tee 
team and their success at juvenile level, they ar 
certain to inhabit the blue ribband final during 


upcoming 

The Irish Under 19 squad that reached the 
second phase of the European Championships 
earlier this year, was populated by players from 
the club based in Ennis. 


Their manager Damien Walsh has groomed 
the girls, inchiding Marie Curtin and Selina 
Moylan, through the un 
senior fold. 


ge ranks into the 


They produced enough chances to lead at the 
interval but faded after the break as the champi 
ons belied the scorching temperatures «0 
increase their tempo. 

Irish International striker Carmel Kissane 
bagged the rwo goals in the second half of the 
final thar, for the first time in seven seasons, 
didn't feature the perennial superpowers of 
ladies soccer, Shamrock Rovers. 

The National Finals have brought a variety of 
emotions for Ki: t basketball 
international. The Kerry native collected a 
runners-up medal with her home side, Listowel 
Celtic in 1998 before winning the crown with 
her new team, Shamrock Rovers, in the next 
season. Last season, she scored in the final for 
UCD to help overthrow her former team, 
Rovers. 


The Hoops’ empi 
in that final, where 
the All-Ireland crown they held for the previous 


was laid siege to by UCD 
ntually Rovers lost the 


six years 

That revolution has subsequently intensified, 
as the students are poised to collect the treble of 
trophies that includes the Dublin Womens 
league title, accompanied by the National and 
Dublin Cups 

Coincidentally, the squad are in Norway this 
week to represent the Irish by vireue of last 
season's National cup win, grouped with the 
champions of France (Juvisy FCF), Poland (KS 
AZS Wroclaw) and the host nation (Kolbotn IL 
1) 

Par Kavanagh's ladies face a tough task to earn 
top spot for a quarter-finalist slot. Irrespective of 
how they fare this week, this lacest WEAI Cup 
capture guarantees the UCD squad a berth in 
next season's European venture. 

Uppermost in the manager's mind has been 


the preparation for their maiden journey into 
the Mecca of club football throughout the 
continent, All concemed with the group were 
honoured to receive an invitation from Spanish 
giants, Athlctico Bilbao, to guest at their home 
dd for a friendly game two weeks ago. 

Like the Irish crew, the Spaniards are in 
Champions League action this week as domestic 
d for a quality warm-up game, 
they invited UCD to travel to Spain. 


titleholders 


Said the UCD coach Kavanagh: “It was a 
at work-out for the team, We lost the game 
| but the preparation stood to us in the cup 
i { should help che girls in che Champions 
Que series 

In the National Final, UCD's experience and 
fitness were decisive in the manner they shut out 
the opposition. Rosic Power, a former Irish star 
who has played in the United States up until 
recently, was steady in midfield and Caroline 
Thorpe raided down the flanks, particularly in 
the second period. 

Kissan 
goals. Firstly. 


lied two great finishes for che 
he was on hand to head home the 
opener on the 47ch minute after Sylvia Gee 
retrieved a corner that wasn't properly cleared 
and sent the cross back inco the six-yard area, 
The move of the march led to her secand on 
66 minutes when Gee dissected the defence with 
a pass, and from just outside the box, she rolled 


in the shot in off the post 

Regularly, Lifford’s Mary Ryan had the 
beating of her marker down the right flank. Her 
skill and crossing caused problems and a cheeky 
lob on the hour thar sailed just over the bar 
at 1-1 

Irene Hehir's header and Anne Curtin's shot 
were the quality chances that went by the 
wayside for Lifford in the first half. On balance 
though, their opponants created openings that 
fell co Sharon Horgan and Kissane in the early 
part of the game but neither breached the goal 
of Irish Youths International Suc McNamara. 


almost squared the gam 


UCD's clevation to the fore of the game in 
Ireland has originated from the vision of those 


within the University’s executive 

Former Dublin GAA star Brian Mullins is 
Director of the Sports Department on campus 
and has been influential in the rise and rise of 
the soccer faculty 

After the Cup final, skipper Sylvia Gee praised 
the support from Mullins: "We are very grateful 
to Brian and the rest of the people in the UCD 
Sports Department. They have pura lot of time 
and effort into the soccer section and we owe 
them much for that. 


Teams: 

LIFFORD: McNamara; O'Donoghue, O'Keefe, 
Henchy, McCormick; Malone, Moylan, 
Reynolds, Curtin; Ryan, Hehir. 

Subs: Jordan for Reynolds, Purcell for Curtin 
(both 77 mins), Walsh for O'Keefe (87 mins). 
UCD: Spratt; Stapleton, Liston, Lindsay; 
Kearney, Kelly, Power, Thorpe, Horgan, 
Kissane, Gee. 

Referee: R Daly (Roscommon). 


-Je 


SUCCESS: Ireland winger, Caroline Thorpe 
played her part in UCD's recent Women's 
National Cup final success at Richmond Park. 


rankings 


THE Republic of Ireland have been 
placed in 38th position from a total 
of 108 nations ih the new FIFA 
Women’s World Rankings with USA 
in top place, Norway secand and 
Germany third 

{rel have had a strong start to 
the European Championship qualifi- 
cation campaign and remain 
unbeaten after three with a 
brilliant 6-0 victory at home to 
Bosnia Herzegovina followed by an 
away draw in Croatia and a home 
draw with Romania, 

Friendly results have also been 
encouraging with victories recorded 
against Greece and Wales while 
treland's only defeats of the year 
are away to Portugal and World 
Number One country, the USA. 

But in the complicated rankings, it 
means Ireland have dropped two 
places since December 2002 

However, the rankings won't 
worry manager Noel King or his 
players with Ireland's European 
Championship group rivals being 
closely gr with Ireland. 
Romania are the strongest side in 
the group.and are in 34th place 
while Croatia ate behind ireland in 
4th. Bosnia Herzegovina are back 
In 78th place while Ireland's next 
opponents, Malta, have yet to 
receive a ranking having only joined 
the women's game in last 
couple of years. 

The FIFA womens’ rankings are 
made four times a year, with July's 
edition being the first of 2003, The 
next set of rankings are due in 
August with the rankings being 
released quarterly from 2004 


at’s gear up 
irst showcas 


y 


eircom League Cup final to be decided on the night. 


THE first silverware of the season will be 
decided next Monday night when 
Longford Town take on St Patrick’s 
Athletic in the eircom League Cup final at 
Richmond Park. 

With summer soccer in full swing, the 
match provides an ideal showcase for the 
teams currently lying fourth and third 
respectively in the eircom League Premier 
Division. It also gives the fans an opportu- 
nity to savour their first League Cup final in 
and a half. 


almost a 


No eircom League Cup competition was 
held during the 2002-03 season as a result of 
its truncation to facilitate the advent of 
Summer Soccer this The last eircom 
final — for the 2001-02 season — 
took place in April 2002, when Limerick 
beat Derry City on penalties after a owo- 
legged final 

This year, the winners will be known on 
the night with a “once-off” final, with extra- 
time and penalties to decide the tie if 
necessary, But with the Premier Division's 
current leading goalscorer, striker Tony Bird 
in the St Patrick's Athletic line-up, and 
almost a half-century of league goals notched 
by both clubs so far this season, the 2003 
circom League Cup winners could well be 
decided over 90 minutes. 


For a variery of reasons, the stage is set for 
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a big night for both clubs and the eircom 
League as a whole, as St Patrick's Athletic 
club secretary Phil Mooney is only too 
awate. "An appearance in the eircom League 
Cup final gives the club a greater profile, 
especially at a time when its evident that 
summer soccer is really striking a chord with 
the public 
‘On a wid 
up the ant 
as a regular entertainment option to those 
outside the core soccer community — 
and those who've 


scale, it's an opportunity to 
and market the eircom le 


women, young famili 
maybe never been to a game before,” he says 

“Ies a great occasion for St Pat's fans and 
for team = mar 
Sometimes the supporters can have great 
expectations of the team and it can be 
difficult for someone to take over the reins 
after a high-profile manager has lefe the club. 
Eamonn has been trying new players alo’ 
the way in the campaign and reaching the 
final can be scen as a vindication of his 
principles to date, 

“We've always got an eye on the wider 
picture of European soccer too. We want to 
be part of that and see success in the eircom 
uc Cup final as a stepping stone on the 
way to achieving that goal,” says Mooney 

Monday night will be St Patrick's Athletic’s 
fourth circom League Cup final appearance, 
having won the competition for the only 


er Eamonn Collins. 


time in the 2000/01 scason and finishing 
runners-up in the 1979/80 and 1992/93 
competitions. They reached the quarter-final 
last time our, losing 3-2 to Bohemians after 
extra-time, 

For Longford Town club secretary Frank 
Murtagh, this cup final outing has an 
obvious significance. “Reaching our first 
League Cup final is a huge achi 
the club. We've defied the sceptics for four 
successive years by staying in the Premier 
Division and while it’s our second cup final 


ement for 


“There’s a genuine 
excitement and belief 
among the supporters 

that we can take 
home the trophy, 
despite being drawn 
away to one of the 
hest teams in the 


s 

country. 
Frank Murtagh, Longford Town Club 
Secretary 


Home focus 


/ 
L 


ae 


appearance (Longford lost the 2001 FAI 
Cup final to Bohemians) we've never won 
any senior competi 


ion, sO ¥ 


Monday night would mean so mu 
fans 

We've had some superb performances on 
our way to the final — beating Bohemians 
after extra-time in the quart 
getting past Derry City by the skin of our 
teeth in the semi. As a result, therc’s a 


-final and 


genuine excitement and belief among 
supporters that we can take home the 
trophy, despite being drawn away to one of 
the best teams in che country,” he 


ys. 


“In Alan Matthews we've got a manager 
who must be well pleased with the way the 


finished 


season has panned out so far. We 
fifth in his first season in charge at Flancare 
Park, which was a major achievement given 
that he right at the start with little 


ame in 


or no time to prepare the team and we were 
widely tipped for relegation 

So far this season, we've played 22 games 
in all competitions and lost only four 
Despite limited resources compared to 
other clubs, Alan [Matthews] has assembled 
a very talented squad. The way they're 
playing and their results to date speak for 
themselves,” adds Murtagh. 


Longford had previously only reached the 
quarter-fi 
competitions - and in three of the last four 


als in the last two League Cup 


competitions. They went out of the 2001 
02 circom League Cup to Shamrock Rovers, 


+1 at home. 


losing 


Murtagh is also aware of the financial 
benefits that success in Monday nights 
decider can bring. “The eitcom League Cup 


isnt a competition that many clubs would 


include in their budget at the start of the 
season, but it’s proved to be quite lucrative 
for us so far 

A cup final appearance is a big boost to 
any club and none would turn down the 


ty of the accompanying revenue. 
have fielded 


ges, there's 


oppo! 
Wh 
weakened sides in the earlier 
no danger of that happening in the final. 
Now that wete there, we want to go the 


whole way and win it.” 


le some teams 


The two clubs are looking forward to 
Monday night and so too is eircom League 
Chairman Brendan Dillon. “There hasn't 
been an eircom League Cup Final since 
April 2002 and theres no doubr bur that 
this year’s match is eagerly awaited by all 
eircom League fans. “We plan to make this 
a memorable occasion for both sets of fans 
and look forward to a full house and a great 
yotballing entertainment at 
Richmond Park. 


night of 


As well as all the action the two fired-up 


sides will generate on the pitch at Inchicore's 


“w 


“An appearance in 
the eircom League 
Cup final gives the 
club a greater 
profile, especially at 
a time when it’s 
evident that Summer 
Soccer is really 
striking a chord with 
the public.” 


- Phil Mooney, St Patrick's Athletic 
Club Secretary 


renowr 


d ‘Stadium of Light’, there'll be 
plenty of entertainment guaranteed off the 
pitch on the night as well. Complimencary 
face-painting, music and entertainment will 
be provided ouside the ground on Emmet 
Road from 6pm (the match kicks off ac 
7.45pm), making it a perfect night out for 
all the family before the school term starts 
back again 


There'll be more entertainment inside the 
ground before kick-off and at half 
Stand tickets cost €12 for adults and €6 
for juveniles and OAPs, Ground tickets cost 
just €10 for adults and €5 for concessions, 
so there's no excuse not to make your way to 
Richmond Park next Monday for a great 
night's footballing entertainment 


The circom League Cup Final between St 
Patrick's Athletic and Longford Town takes 
place ar Richmond Park, Inchicore, Dublin 
8 on Monday 25th August, kick-off 
7.45pm 


Tickets are available from both clubs. For 
information, call the St Patrick's Athletic 
ticket hotline on 01 4546332 or Longford 


Town on 043 46955 during office hours. 
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times past 


Sees 


DE Patrick Madden 


“OVER 
here, Terry. Long 
ball out, Barry. Swing it 

across, Trevor. Now!’ 

The language of football echoes though 
the humidity of a July evening as Shamrock 
Rovers tone up young athletic bones on 
their training ground at the foothills of the 


Dublin mountains in Rathfarnham. 


Goal keeping coach Par Dunne stands on 
the couch line and remembers the time 


when football, too, was the opium of his 
youth and when he wore the goalie’s je 
for the Hoops. 

That was a lifetime ago, bue Pat is back 
with the club where it all began and from 
where he started out on the road that led to 
Old Trafford and the Irish international 
side. 


oy) 


From the magis of MEOW EN: 
TeERem ered United, Pat Punne'h 
every SeLUUIO Vitec 


The reason for Pat's return is, quite 
simply, because of the climate of change and 
optimism which is currently seeping into 
the core of Irish soccer. The Genesis Report 
alled the new aspirations of the F.A.I. 
and that was good cnoug 
into active service again. Of course, another 
reason for his return is because of the 
ambitious qualities being displayed by 
Hoops manager, Liam Buckley. 


to seduce Par 


Pat Dunne played for Shamrock Rovers 
back in the gloom-laden, grey old days of 
the late fifties and early sixties when football 
was one of the few enjoyments available to 
youngsters. And, cheap, because all you 
needed was a pair of boots, a football at 
your fect and loads of passion in your head 


In 1964 Rovers were the best footballing 


team on the island of Ireland. There 
were no weak links. Every 

player a star in his own 

right Jackic 

Mooney of the 

lethal head 


Eddie Bailham of 
the flashing right 
foot. The guile and 


| crale of Liam 
Tuohy. ‘The wing 

speed of Frank 

O'Neill, the industry 


and ver 
Fullam, 


of Johnny 
the rock-solid 
dependability of Ror 
Nolan, Pac Courtney and 
Tommy Farrell. And behind 
them, in the last line of 
defence, the goalie Pat Dunne 

Inevitably the talented 
Dunne aroused the curiosity of 
nd when Manchester 
United came knocking on 
Shamrock Rovers door in the 
summer of '64 the youngster from 
Rathmines was quick to say yes to a 
transfer deal. Rovers received cen 
thousand pounds for the move and Pat 


the scouts 


pictur 
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was offered a wage of fifty five pounds a 
week, plus an opportunity of playing with 
one of the most exciting team’s in the 
world. 

Pat was now a member of a very exclusive 
family, sharing the same breathing space, 
the same dressing room, receiving the same 
applause and enjoying the same banter in 
the company of a galaxy of world legends. 

That was almost forty years ago, but 
when you talk to Pat today you realise that 
x lor of his heart still belongs in Matt 
Busby's Theatre of Dreams. 


The team that Pat joined was the one that 
would lift United out of the gloom of the 
Munich tragedy and into a new, exhilarat- 
ing stratosphere - culminating in the 
of the greatest prize of all, the 
European Cup in 1968, It was the team 
that contained the genius of Denis Law, the 
g right foot of Bobby Charlton, 
the weapon of mass destruction known as 
Nobby Stiles and, of course, the awesome 


thunder 


nee of George Best 


Contrary to popular belief 
Matt Busby was not the 
paternal figure he was so 
often made out to be 


This was the Theatre of Dreams that 
Dunne was whipped into when Matt Busby 
promoted him to the first team that would 
win the 1965 Championship. Indeed from 


the moment of his arrival the team ¥ 


remain unbeaten for a st 


games. The tun finally ended 


in a fog- 
blanketed classic with Leeds United at Old 


Trafford in December of that year 


Aggressive by nature, bad boys by reputa 
tion, Leeds held Manchester's forwards and 
won that night, mainly through the efforts 


Bobby Collins and the 
nny Giles. 


of the wanderir 


nimble, flue 


Cup qualifyi 
Spaniards were cocky and confident and the 
huge crowd that packed Dalymount Park 
expected a brave show from Ireland, bur 


certainly not 


victory 

Ie didn't carn out that way. A free kick, in 
the Beckham style from Frank O'Neill of 
Shamrock Rovers, floated across and when 
Noel Cantwell and Charlie Hurley charged 
into the Spaniards penalty area you could 
see the terror in goalkeeper Jose Iribar's 
a bull-ran stuff and 
the ball ended up in the Spanish net to 
Ireland a one-nil win 

The return leg in Seville promised 
another shock when Mick McGrath fired 
Ireland into the lead bur the Spaniards 
subsequently treated them with utter 
contempt by ramming home four goals. 

In 1967, and just one season before 
United began their epic journey cw the 


cyes. This was Pample 


European Cup, Dunne became the forgot- 
ten man at Old Trafford when he lost his 


place to Alex Stepney. He eventually drifted 
off to Plymouth where he stayed uncl 1969 
when he returned to Shamrock Rovers. He 
gained four more international caps, but the 
good days were over. The gencle slide from 
prominence was beginning, From Rovers he 
moved on to Thurles Town and then on to 
Shelbourne, His last port of call was with 
Bray Wanderers before he finally decided to 
bid adieu to football in 1981, 

Although his tenure ar Old Trafford gave 
him just one, glorious Championship 
winning season, Dunne remembers it with 
pride, and still stays in couch with the lads 
for a game of golf, and the trip down the 
years to debate long departed games, and 
long forgotten moments. 


“Contrary to popular belief Matt Busby 
was not the paternal figure he was so often 
made out to be, says Pat 

“Although he didn't apply the ‘hair- 
blower’ treatment he had equally rough 
methods of making you shrink in your 
football bors. 


f his first sentence was: “How do you 
think you're playing, son?, then you were in 
trouble 


“The likes of George Best or Denis Law 
or Bobby Charlton had it easier with the 
Boss, but for myself and the rest of the mere 
mortals at Old Trafford it was a different 
story entirely,“ 

: medal, 


Apart from wine 
fe in the 


are there other memories of 
Manchester of the mid sixties? 


“I suppose teachi ge Best how to 
drive a little Morris is one I often think of. 
Ar that stage of his career he was a quict, 
modest young fellow. But we all knew our 
lace when little George grew up and 
came famous. 


“1 shared digs with him for eleven months 
ina little house in Stretford that was owned 
by an Irish lady called Mrs Quinlan from 
Tipperary. We were thc only two unmarried 
players with United at the time so we used 
to knock around together quite a lor.” 

And what was Pat's daily routine during 
those days when the world was young and 
the horizons were filled with promise? 


“Well, Mrs Quinlan would have us out of 
our beds by eight o'clock and then fill us up 
with porridge, boiled eggs and plenty of 
home-made bread 

“Then it was off to the club for our 
9.45am session at the training ground 
which was just up the road from Old 
Trafford. In the afternoons we trained with 
the apprentices for another couple of hours. 


Thar was our weekly schedule, and it 
ended on a happy note once you saw your 
name pinned to the first team she 

Today Pat Dunne is back into the heat of 
bartle with Shamrock Rovers. And, 
although che prodigal son - aged 60, and 
seemingly growing younger by the day 
may not be minding the net anymore, you 
can be certain he'll be minding the young 
man on the goal line. 


@ Patrick Madden is managing Editor of 
New Century Publishing and Tr: ig Ltd, 
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feature 


Irish youngsters gear up 
for Nations Cup finals 


Squad of 16 in Paris next month 


THE SFAI has announced the final squad 
that will represent Ireland in the D: 
Nations Cup finals in Paris this September 
The squad, which includes players from Former Irish International Packie 


leagues in Donegal, Limerick, Mayo, - = Bonner has been named as the 
official ‘Godfather’ co the Irish 

team. Bonner joins an illustrt 

al 


Wexford, Dublin Kildare, was 
ous list’ of Inte 


Holland. 


Russia. 
America 


Mexico, the 
Slovakia and 


Portugal 


jone t 
Reunion Island. 


selected following a 
were held around the country 
year. Joh rmerly of the } 

Dublin League has been appointed by 

the SFAI to manage the Irish team, 

He will be assisted by Steve Coll, 

cn involved with school- — ¥ 


Godfathers’ that — ine 
Michel Ballack (Germ 
Alessandro Nesta (Italy), Raf Souza 
Vicira de Oliveira (Brazil), Ronaldo 


Zidane, who is 


who has 


Spain) and Zinedine 


boy soccer for over twenty y the overall ‘Godfather’ for the courna- 
Bobby Smith from Bray Wanderers. mene 

The competition is played by teams of The squad are all getting their first 
9 under approved FIFA rules. All players experience of representing their 
must be between 10-11 years of age ountry in an International tourna- 
Matches, with the exception of the final, ment. "I couldnt believe it when [ 
are twenty minutes in duration. In the heard 1 was selected” said 12 year-old 


2002 competition Argentina finally 
won out, defeating Holland 1-0 in the 
final. 

Ireland will line up with 31 other 
nations to contest the international J 
finals of the Danone Nations Cup 
being held in Paris in September 


Lee Dixon from Crumlin 
hance to represent my country and 
play against players from other 
brilliant and 1 just can't 


© Superstars tke Zinedone Zidane (loft) will sttend the upcoming 
$th — 8th, The Irish team, which is Danone Nations Cap Finals iw Pari 
being sponsored by Danone IRISH SQUAD LIST 
Actimel, had their first training session together MAME POSITION COUNTY 
on July 6th, and will have regular craining gavin Carlin Goalkeeper Donegal 
sessions between now and the finals in Robert Knight Striker Kildare 
September. Lee Dixon Right Winger Dublin 
The idea behind the Danone Nations Cy Seanan Murphy Centre Back Donegal 
to provide a dream for every child ro parti Ross Kenny Centre Midfield Mayo 
in a prestigious international sport Dylan Webb Striker Mayo 
While this is the first time for Ireland to send a Gavin McArdle Centre Half Dublin 
team to the competition (ONC) itis the fourth — Niall Byrne Dublin 
year for the competition to be played. The Shaun O'Donnell Goalkeeper Donegal 
tournament which is FIFA approved involves Niall Hanly Left Full Back Limerick 
almost 2,500,000 children, 35,000 schools, Stephen Traynor Midfield Dublin 
115,000 clubs, and thirty two national federa- Darragh Sette! ‘Striker Dublin 
tions worldwide. Daniel Barker Left Full Back = Dublin 
Ame © countries participating in this Paul Murphy Striker Wexford 
year's re the holders Ai na, Brasil, Paul Corry Centre Midfield Dublin 
England, France, Germany, Japan, China, Clayton Johnson Midfield Dublin 


° + 
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Pictured are the 16 players chosan to ropresent ireland in the Danone Nations Cup along with Manger John Quinn, 
Assistant Manager Steve Coll and Brian Kitson, Brand Manager with Team Sponsor Oanone Actimel. Pic Mac Innes 


SIDEunes 


Cardiff sign Lee 


m Rotherhar 


=Dar 


m 


place in Brian 


Irish referees picked 
for European action 


A MBER of Irish referees 
prestig 


s appointments for UEFA Cup 
and European Under 21 Championship 
qualifiers in the con: ath 

Irish referees have been awarded two 
European Under 21 Championship clashes 
in early September with Hugh Byrne of 
ating Italy's encounter with Wales while 
Paul McKeon will take charge of Bosr 

h with Norway 
Byrne will be 
tant referees, Eddic ley and Dave 
Wogan, and fourth official Ian Stok 
while Paul McKeon will be a 
by Martin Molony, JP Ke 
McKeon, 

Before then, Cork official Alan Kelly will 
referee an Under 21 friendly in Sv 
mid-August meaning that three Irish 
officials will take c of Under 21 


es in the comin; 


Redknapp takes Harte? 


accompanied to Italy by 


y and Dave 


den in 


ORTSMOUTH boss, Ha: Re 


*Nisatio 
sation 


G@A\ 


‘Ss making 


Please send what you can to: 


P.O. Box 19. 

Dun Laoghaire, 

Co. Dublin 

Or make a credit card donation by phoning 
(01) 280 97779 or 1850 620 630 


a difference 


But we need your help! 


Sum IN for 


ummer 


7Up soccer camps attract 
over 15,000 kids, 
writes Derek O'Neill. 


The FAI / 7UP Summer Soccer Schools has 
proved to be a huge hit with kids around the 
Country. 

The schools have enjoyed their finest ever year 
with 15,000 young players having experienced the 
fantastic week of full time soccer coaching 

Ir was a week which gave them a taste of a full 
time football life normally the preserve of their 
idols such as Damien Duff, John O'Shea and Shay 


kids on this 

I pull on the 
green of Ireland in future years. And there was no 
better place for their first introduction to soccer 
coaching than the 7UP schools. 

All coaches employed on the schools completed 
FAT coaching courses with many of them having, 
attained qualifications ar advanced levels. 

There have been a number of high profi 
National league players and senior women's 
international players who have all made invaluable 
contributions to shaping the ambitions and 
attitudes of the next generation of players. And 
more importantly, the good humoured nature of 
the coaches and the fun atmosphere created on the 

imps always ensured the children went away with 
a smile on their fa 

The FAI even employed a football juggling 
specialist to enhance the course programme. Sean 
Darcy, who hails from Liverpool, is of Irish parent 
age and who is an Australian citizen visited as mat 
camps as possible during the summer co show off 
his dazzling array of ball skills. Those children who 
have not witnessed Sean's skills first hand were not 
forgorren when it came to teaching therm advanced 
ball skills. The FAI put a considerable investment 
into a soccer superskills CD Rom which teaches 


childre tricks of their world class 
ide steps. The CD Rom was 
presented to every child who attended the camps 

d-was hugely popular with many children 
practising their new found skills in che unpres- 
surised atmosphere of the 7UP car 

Brian Kerr, has always tken a 
the FAI grassroots programmes such as the summer 
camps. Brian has traditionally pur aside time each 
year 10 visit the h ibs and children parcicipat- 
ing on che camps, Even with his busy workload as 
Irish senior b ding to miss our this 
year! 

Brian and Irish goalkeeping legend, Packie 
Bonner, who now holds the position of EAI 
Technical director s travelling 
around Ireland visitin occer schools 
as was physically possible in the time. The ewo men 

w enough evidence that indicated the future 
development of Irish youngsters was in good 


he wasn't 


hand 
Both Brian and Packie paid particular tribute to 
the parents, the club voluntecrs and che ever 
increasing number of qualified club coaches who 
give their valuable all year round to the 
players in their respective 


By the end of August, the 7UP programme will 
completed 150 courses countrywide, There is 
ever increasing number of dubs applying to host 


countrywide and the 
go from strength to strength. 
And of course, thar is all 
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Breaking through the barriers 


Irish clubs will need the graft, determination and endeavour shown by 
Bohemians if they are to make a true impact in Europe. 


fickleand unpredictable sportitcan be. Another not reap the reward he 
ro, member of that Irish squad in Malays and thar 


» was Damicn Duff. He was with Blackburn — Bohemians deserved as they 


Brendan McKenna Rovers at the time and he was the one Irish tried their best to make it 

: Al Media Office player who, quite simply, reased and tormented through to the chird 

41° cast defenders and had them running in all round of the Champions 
your mind <lirections trying co keep th his twists and 


cha few years, if you can, his curns and che sheer brilliance of his tale 

10 maraysia 1997. Collie Hawkins = Ik was Dull’s ‘Golden goal’ winner againsc 

was 2 big man then, Six foot plus but he was also = Morocco which pur Lrel nr to the last 
young. Young enough to qualify to play in the World — cight ir the comperition. It was the first time 
Youth Championship finals. uch a method had been used by FIFA tw decide 


© was not to be. But 


Brian Kerr was manager of the Irish team on @ championship So young Damien Duff in the result against 
that occasion. And Noel O'Reilly was his ‘next a relatively 
of kin’, In 1997 Kerr, O'Reilly and his team were unknown, shy, quiet A 
unbeaten until they reached the semi-finals of under-age Trish lad at a 
the World Championships when Argentina, the the time - had mad: ~ 
-ventual winners, proved just too good for them, —_ history tarry ear 
Bur they compensated by beating Ghana and How times have phen Kenny's sid 
brought home the bronze medals for finishing in changed, — Compar Rosenborg just goes 
third place following a 2 — 1 victory the Colin Hawkins ar show there 8 
m that, in fact, had beaten them by the same Damien Dutt beeween the best the 
re at the qualifying stages of those same Both were in the san Irish can put out and 
p: Republic of Irelar what they are likely to 
et revenge — and how Kerr, O'Reilly team in 199 ch of face in these European 
and the Irish team loved it them won bron competitions. 
Collie Hawkins was a part of that success. He Metals for the same eee level of 
with Coventry City at the time and he was Teaser Both were the ball game for Irish 
of Kexi’s defence hailed as heroes at thy clubs and for Irish 
around, though he is with ‘MS 4" : Bare eins b 
Bohemians now, back home playing in his} nebeieadr sbrcten thesis top 
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too far away when we car 


a revolutionary ~ time see an Irish club reaching the group stages of 


in the careers of both a few rounds in 


during their Chan sue [ 
Tee ks Damien Duff has The likes of Colin Hawkins, Thomas Heary 
as BA grown into a mighty Kevin Hunt, Bobby Ryan, Robbie Doyle are 
footballer as his career worthy of such a place in the European sun 
has taken him tthe They work hard at their game, they pur a lot 
money laden cavern — into those games against BATE and Rosenborg, 
of wealth at Chelsea hut it is only by a continuation of thae hard 
and has made him a work, graft and endeavour aligned to further 


football millionaire in a matter of weeks as the improvement in their own game that they wil 


nborg of Norway: 
: d *Y-  Russian-back Chelsea club paid 


and it was certainly 
through no fault of his 
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conceded the goals which 
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fee of ultimately 
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se they have a determination they showed, the learning process 
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f and is now playing in the more 
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not complaining. They ree 


Monkstown Such is football and since 
Monistoamn then events have vecuted gem of their own, having taken him from St. and the knowledge of how to march these 
| which just go to prove how _ atrick’s Athletic a couple of years ago. stronger teams of Europe must continue if they 
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» succeed in che end. 


It was such a pity that his performances did 
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tower of strength for Gohemiana 
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FAILURE TO SCORE GOALS WHILST WEARING 
THE XAI BOOT WILL BE BECAUSE YOU AREN’T 
AS GOOD AS YOU THOUGHT YOU WERE. 


HENRIK LARSSON WEARS UMBRO XAI BOOTS. THEY PROVIDE GREATER POWER, CONTROL AND ACCURACY. 
SO THINK CAREFULLY BEFORE YOU GET A PAIR, BECAUSE YOU'LL HAVE NOTHING TO BLAME BUT YOURSELF 
IF YOU'RE STILL MISSING THE GOAL BY MILES. 
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EURO 2004 TABLES AND FIXTURES AT A GLANCE 


Group 1 Pid Pts Group 2 Pid = Pts | Group 3 Pid Pts 
France 5 15 Denmark 6 13 Gzech Republic 5 13 
Slovenia 5 10 Norway 6 Il Netherlands 5 13 
Israel 5 8 Romania 6 10 Austria 6 9 
Cyprus 6 7 Bosnia-Herzegovina 5 6 Belarus 6 3 
Malta 7. aD Luxembourg Arie Moldova Gai ieo: 
Group 4 Pid = Pts Group 5 Pld Pts Group 6 Pid = Pts 
Sweden 5 11 Germany 5 il Greece 6 12 
Hungary 6 Il Iecland 5 yD. Rimes 6 il 
Lat 5 10 Scotland 5 8 ine 6 9 
Poland 5 7 Lithuania 6 7 Armenia 5 4 
San Marino 7 0 Faroe Islands See Northern Ireland 5 2 
Group 7 Pid = Pts Group 8 Pid = Pts Group 9 Pid Pts 
Turkey 6 )5 Bulgaria Btsiis Wales 4 2 
England > 3 Croatia 5 10 Traly 5 10 
Slovakia 6 on™, Belgian 6 10 Finland Beinn G 
EY.R. Macedonia, | @ 5 Estonia 6 8 Serbia-Montenegro 5 5 
Liechtenstein a i Andorra 6 0 Averbaijan 6 4 
Group 10 
Teams Pid WD tt GA Pts 
: Switzerland 6 3 3 OV 7 12 
Ireland slip one place —evorivinn 6 2 1 2 8 8 1 
in world rankings » Ty en, Sa 
3 Albania 6 1 2 3 6 8 
a ‘ 
Georgia 5 1 1 2 3 6 4 
Pld: Matches played (We Won D:Drawn L: Lost 
GS; Goals for GA: Goalsagainse Pts: Points 
Russia 4-2 Republic of Ircland 
Switzerland 4-1 Georgia 
Albania 1-1 Switzerland 
THE Republic of Ireland have dropped one place to 15th in Russia aaa Albania 
the latest ae World Rankings after an inactive month at Republic of Ireland 1-2 Switzerland 
"ete land en ad anyother ens ere Albania 3-1 Russia 
a break in tion for crucial games in ¢ Georgi 1-2 ig of Ireland 
heat several iiinecen involyed in the Confederations a: Republic ee a 
Cup in France with Cameroon climbing ictal jump Albania 9-0, ~ Republic of Ireland 
SESa NEAT 12th place. He i as Georgia 0-0 Switzerland 
Traditionally, uri ly as onl " Ms 
Arete he a ad oat flip fed io Bar Coon mO, Fke 
though the news of the drop will hardly worry Brian Kerr as Republie of Ireland 261 Albania 
Pe ied Sareea or ee pen me: Ten Switzeeael 2-2 Rastia 
inship qualifiers Russia at ¥ 
(mln seomee Switzerland on Republic of Ireland 2-0 Georgia 
October 11 in Basel. Switzerland 3-2 Albania 


Tonight’: friendly against Australia will also be followed 
iomeoutes 
just three days after 


Seth a 
peshbour Headend yo Uti, Wales ie 
Sand Sealand jee SOch ‘Northern Ireland are 110th. 
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